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Taking 8 Bits to the 21st Century

“There is a price
we pay for having
everything we
ever wanted to
know at our
fingertips--and
that price is that
we have every-
thing we ever
wanted to know
at our fingertips.”
—Fender Tucker

The Genesis of Wheels:
A Look At How It All Came About

Once upon atime, Maurice Randal bought a Commodore 64,
and it came with agraphica operating system called GEOS. At
first he had little to do with it. It seemed cumbersome and dow,
and he didn't have much usefor it. Of course, like most people
early on, he only had one disk drivel GEOS is awful to usewith a
sngledrive. Thereredly isnt much point init.

Soon, he acquired a second drive, a 1581, and then he got a
Commodore 1700 REU and found out that he could increase the
capacity of this 128K ram expanson unit to 512K. He bought the
chips and performed the operation. He began to take another
look at that GEOS system and got o interested in it that he up-
graded to GEOS 2.0. Soon afterward, he got a 128 and had to
have GEOS for that. He was hooked.

Over the next severd years, Maurice learned how to write GEOS
programs, and he got quite familiar with the system. Back when he
sent in his GEOS regidration card, hefilled out the little question-
naire that came with it. It asked what type of gpplications you
would like to see developed for GEOS. Hefilled in asuggestion
about afax program. They probably had a good laugh back at
Berkdey Softworks when they saw that one! Little did he know
that he would someday creste that piece of software himsdf.

A few years back, Maurice redlized a need for something better in
the way of disk driversfor GEOS. Sure, that was already done,
Configure had disk drivers, and gateWay had disk drivers. But
there was just something there that was missing. For one, the na-
tive driver support on the CMD devices was never perfected. The
RAMLink was supported, but not redly like it should be. There
were RAMdisk drivers, but they could aso be improved.



Maurice jumped in and started a new project. He
began to study a couple of the exigting driversto
see what there was that he didn't like. He saw
there was room for improvement. So, he wrote his
own variaion of the drivers and adapted them to
work on the CMD Hard Drive in the native parti-
tions. Previoudy, only gateWay supported this
type of driver. But Maurice had aready crested a
user interface known as geoSHELL, and it was
flexible enough to be used with any GEOS driver.
Soon, Maurice had his own verson of the netive
driver that he could use with geoSHEL L and did
not need gateWay to use it. GeoSHELL had the
ability to ingd| the drivers during bootup. He had
to avoid using the Desktop, though, asit was writ-
ten in such away that it would only work with
1541, 1571, and
1581 type devices.
Anditwasredly a
cobble job making it
work with 1581
drives. The Desktop
faled to follow cer-
tain GEOS program-
ming rules, which
caused it to not work with the native driver.

Using the native drivers was nice, snce subdirec-
tories alowed better organization of filesaswel as
making better use of the available space. Pretty
soon Maurice did averson of the driver for the
FD drive and then the RAMLink. But these
drivers ill were not perfect. Using native parti-
tionswithin GEOS was difficult, not from auser
standpoint, but from the actud design of the oper-
ating system. The biggest problem was that the
block alocation map (BAM) couldn't be stored in
memory, like GEOS has dways doneit. A native
BAM can be asbig as 8K. The BAM iswhat
keeps track of the sectorsthat are in use on the
disk.

Eventually, Maurice got the idea of replacing Con-
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figure. Thisonly seemed logicd since he had a
smdl collection of disk drivers and it was Config-
ure that has dways stored and ingtdled the drivers
during bootup. But that aso meant coming up with
driversfor the other types of disk devices. This
included the 41, 71, 81, and drivers for the FD,
HD, and RAMLink using 1581 partitions. Then
there was the 41, 71, and 81 RAMdisks too.
Maurice took the drivers he had created and
modified certain parts that were specific to the
type of device that the driver was to be used with.

Then awild idea popped in his head. OK, now
weve got anew Configure, but we could redly
use a new Desktop. Sure there's geoSHELL, but
agood Desktop was till needed. He had started
on something like
that afew years ago
and never finished it.
It was called Dash
board and was to be
released for the 128.
Maurice dug out the
source code to it and
darted modifying it
and changing things until he came up with some-
thing even better.

Onething led to another, and another, and an-
other. Before you knew it, Maurice was working
on upgrading the whole darn operating system.
So, what began as a rather smple project of
studying the problemsin one disk driver, led up to
arather mgjor undertaking. Maurice created an
operating system with the fed of the old GEOSin
many ways, but with awhole fresh new look to it
and many new possibilities buried within.

Thismaterial is Copyright 1997 by Maurice Randall. It
may be reproduced without permission by any recog-
nized Commaodore User Group.
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Fresno Commodore User Group
Bylaws

Somerevisionsin the bylaws arein order. Following is
thelast revision, from December 1992):

Articlel. PURPOSE: The purpose of the Fresno
Commodore User Group/SixtyFourum isto serve
the members who are users of Commodore
micro-computers.

Artidell. MEMBERSHIP. The membership
shall be open to dl personsinterested in Com-
modore micro-computers, and who are interested
in developing its use through an exchange of idess.

Articlelll. DUES: Dues shdl be twenty-four
dollars ($24.00) per year, per family,
non-refundable. Each changein dues shdl be ap-
proved in the month prior to the effective date of
the change. Notice of the change shdl be printed
in the club newdetter and announced at least one
month prior to the club vote.

ArticelV. MEMBERSHIP YEAR: The mem
bership covers tweve (12) months starting with
the month joined.

ArticdeV. MEETINGS: Regular mestings of the
Fresno Commodore User Group/SixtyFourum
ghdl be held as determined by the Executive
Committee, with input from members. Specid
meetings may be caled by the Executive Commit-
tee or the members present at any regular mesting.

ArticdeVI. OFFICERS: The officersshdl consst
of aPresident, Vice President, Secretary, Trea
surer and three (3) to six (6) Board Members.
One or more positions may be combined at the
discretion of the Executive Committee. These of-
ficers shal comprise the Executive Committee. All
officers shdl serve without compensation.
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A. Termsof Office: All terms shdl be one (1)
year.

B. PRESIDENT: Shdl preside at dl meetings
of the Fresno Commaodore User Group/SixtyFou-
rum incdluding the Executive Committee.

C. VICE PRESIDENT: shdl presidein the ab-
sence of the President and shdll serve as program
chairperson.

D. TREASURER: shdl keep al books, receive
and disperse dl funds, and shall report at least an-
nualy to the membership on the financid hedth of
the Fresno Commodore User Group/SixtyFou-
rum.

E. SECRETARY: shdl keep minutes of the
Executive Committee, arecord of the activities of
the Fresno Commodore User Group/SixtyFou-
rum, and oversee the higtoricd files.

F. BOARD MEMBERS:. shdl attend dl Exec-
utive Committee meetings and with the other offi-
cers oversee the business affairs of the Fresno
Commodore User Group/SixtyFourum.

G. STAFF MEMBERS: shdl be voluntary and
appointed, and shal be alowed to participate in
the decisons of the Executive Committee.

Article VIl. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: The
Executive Committee shal oversee the busness
affairs of the Fresno Commodore User Group/
SixtyFourum. It shall meet regularly to conduct
business. A quorum shal consis of four (4) mem-
bers.

ArticleVIII. NOMINATING COMMITTEE:
The Presdent shdl appoint anominating commit-
tee to present a date of officers by the October
regular mestings.
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ArticleIX. ELECTIONS: Election of officers
shall take place at the November meetings. At
thistime the report of the Nominating Committee
shall be heard. Nominations may be made from
the floor provided the person being nominated has
agreed to the nomination in advance,

Article X. VACANCIES: Vacancieswill occur
thirty (30) days following notice received by the
Executive Committee. Vacancieswill be filled by
the membership & the next regular mesting.

Article XI. FINANCES All checks shdll be
signed by two (2) members of the Executive
Committee, at least one of which shal bethe
Treasurer or the President. No check shall ex-
ceed the sum of $250.00 except by a vote of 2/3
of the membership atending the regular meetings.

Article XII. QUORUM: A quorum shdl consst
of those members present.

Article XIl1l. AMENDMENTS. These Bylaws
may be amended or dtered by a two-thirds ma-
jority of the members present at both of the regu-
lar meetings under the quorum provisions of Arti-
cle XIl.

Article XI1V. COPYRIGHTS:. The Fresno Com-
modore User Group/SixtyFourum has taken the
postion that itisillegd to sl or otherwise dis-
tribute copies of copyrighted software or publica
tions without the express permisson of the author
or publisher. Under this postion the Fresno Com-
modore User Group/SixtyFourum specificaly pro-
hibits the sdle or digtribution of said copies during
amesting over which the Club has responsibility.

Article XV. DISSOLUTION: Fresno Com-
modore User Group/SixtyFourum shdl useits
funds to accomplish the objectives and purposes
specified in these Bylaws, and no part of said
funds shdl inure, or be distributed to the members
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of the group. On dissolution of Fresno Com-
modore User Group/SixtyFourum, any funds or
property remaining shal be distributed to a
non-profit organization toward the furthering of
computer education.

Viruses and Commodore

Virus checking is becoming a must-do activity at
every turn on for those in the megacomputer
world. To fail to check for virusesisto risk the
entire contents of the hard drive. And since mega
computers rely on the hard drive for every aspect
of their operation, an infected hard drive passes
the organism to the whole system.

For that reason, it is becoming common practice
to ingal avirus checking program that boots dong
with the Disk Operating System (DOS). Thisgerm
detector searches through the entire Disk Operat-
ing System and other data on the hard drive, 1ook-
ing for what shouldn't be there. If it finds any mi-
crobes, it eradicates them.

This process, of course, istime consuming. And
when added to the time it takes to boot the Disk
Operating System in the first place, it can leave the
user waiting for what seems an eternity on these
otherwise lighting-fast machines. Thisinterminable
startup delay prompted one who forsook what he
cdled the "dow-as-adug" Commodore to utter
an unprintable remark.

A computer virus, naturaly, isnot organic. It isa
little bit of virulent program code that wedges itself
into the Disk Operating System and spreads itself
throughout the infected disk to cause whatever
chaosit is programmed to do. Mot viruses are
coded to lie dormant until a specific event occurs,
like adate, time, or other computer related activ-
ity. The number of different computer viruses now
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count in the thousands.

Thereisan interesting parald between the red
world of microorganisms and thisworld of com-
puter diseases. Filthy environments provide the
breeding ground for both. Just as the one plagues
those who share needles, so does the other curse
those who share copyrighted software. As one
sad, pirated software is nothing more than a
painted woman offering hersdlf asthe red thing,
carrying the scourge of al those who pass her
around.

Viruses, as such, are not a problem for Com-

files or corrupt data do exist. And some of these
do have the ability to copy themsdlvesto any disks
usad in conjunction with the disk containing them.
Again, though, thet isthe limit of their vigbility. The
Spurious coding dies & turn off, and it cannot res-
urrect itsdlf until the disk containing it is again used.

The foregoing should not darm anyonein the
Commodore community. Besides the built-in im-
munities inherent with the Commodore Disk Op-
erating System, the reprobeates given to inventing
such maladies no longer find any satisfaction &-
flicting the beggarly world of Commodore. They
have mega-fish to fry! Hence, most of ther dirty

modore 8-bit work has long
mechines - since seen the
msismany “COmMmModore users operate in a g dy ad
due to the fact been eradicated.
o relatively virus-free and bug-free  , e i
induding hard isthat during the
drives, rey on sametime users
a uncovered the

ROM-based Disk Operating System. ROM, be-
ing Read Only Memory on a chip, cannot be
changed. Therefore, Commodore's Disk Operat-
ing System cannot be infected.

MS-DOS, Windows, etc., on the other hand, are
themsealves programs. They reside on the hard
disk. Hence, infecting the Disk Operating System
with the nefarious coding not only affects the
whole machine, but alows its spreading to every-
thing coming into or going out of the machine.

However, there are afew dirty tricks to which
Commodore users are susceptible. One such
nasty is a countdown routine hidden in a program
that causes the disk to be unexpectedly reformat-
ted. But these mean-spirited shenanigans are lim-
ited to the programs in which they resde and im-
peril only disk in the drive.

Other maevolent schemes designed to wipe out
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mischievous deeds, the bugs that invarigbly ac-
company initia program development and new
equipment designs also cameto light. As aresult,
the critters whose tracks and droppings make for
messy use are dl but nonexistent in today's popu-
lar programs. To adightly lesser extent, the insects
crawling around inside Commodore equipment
have aso been exterminated. And as for the sur-
viving bugs, today's programs for the most part
avoid them, making them of little consegquence.
Commodore users, therefore, operate in arda
tively virus-free and bug-free environment. That
makes for ageneraly heathy computer experi-
ence. And, like good hedth, the worth of this
blessng isfully gppreciated only by those who
don't haveit.

(Compiled from various sources; reprinted from The

Gazette, newdetter of CIVIC 64/128 User Group, Oxnard
CA)
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The Nine Lives of Commodore
by Dick Estel

Y oull find this does not cover dl nine of the lives
mentioned in the title--because Commodore has
not yet reached it=sfind life

Firs Commodore was a*“low cost” home com-
puter, priced around $600, well below the thou-
sand or more required for a Radio Shack or Ap-
ple product about the sametime.

Next the price dropped substantialy, with the bot-
tom retail store price in the neighborhood of $150
to $200 for the C-64. During this incarnation over
ten million C-64's were sold worldwide. At the
same time the disrespect that Commodore has
suffered ever Snce began, with the epithet of the
day being “game machine.” Part of thiswas dueto
the fact that Commodore was in fact the best
game machine around. IBM had crude graphics
and no sound other than a pitiful “beep.”

Then came the decline of Commodore the com-
pany, which stayed away from the paitern of inno-
vation, advancement, and obsolescence marking
the rest of the PC world. Initsfind years the com-
pany gave birth to another excdllent, non-
compeatible machine, the Amiga. With the demise
of the company, Commodore entered the
“orphan” phase.

But there were plenty of “fogter parents’ willing to
continue to care for their machines. User groups
became the primary method of support.

Soon Windows arose as the primary force in the
PC world (borrowing liberadly from Apple who
had borrowed from Xerox). At thistime Com-
modore became “ obsolete.”

This seems to have been the gatus for the last five
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or Six years, even as unsung heros labored to drag
the Commodore into the 21* century with RAM
expansion, hard drives and processor speed-up
hardware like the Super CPU.

Now Commodore seems to have entered a new
life era. I-m not sure what to cdll it, but possibilities
include “venerated classic,” “higtoric curio,” and
“toal of unrepentant neanderthas.” This phaseis
marked by a sirange interest in these “archaic”
machines by the popular mass media. Last sum+
mer a positive and respectful article gppeared in
the New Y ork Times. At the Vintage Computer
Show in Santa Clara, Robert Bernardo made con-
tact with people from severd publications, which
hasled to some activity by Wired magazine, which
usudly has its compass pointed unwaveringly to
the future. Wireless hasinterviewed Robert, pro-
grammer Maurice Randall and others, and con-
ducted a photo sesson with Robert in early Jan-

uary.

At the January meseting Robert showed us a Cana-
dian magazine, Shift, which iskind of aWireless
for the great white north. It had an article on the
Vintage Computer Show and featured Robert=s
photo in the table of contents aswell asthe article,
aong with a hdf dozen other pictures from the
show.

| mysdf received acdl from The Fresno Beeto
ask about “ people who use old computers.” This
culminated in an artidle in The Bees “Neighbors’
section, which is sort of an attempt to print a
folksy small town newspaper for various regions
of our metropolis. The article featured a photo of
an Amiga (Commodores “other” brand) and its
proud owner, dong with comments from Amiga
users, abrief nod to Atari, and my own comments
on the state of Commaodore.

Let=s see, that=s about five lives. So | guesswe
have at least four more to look forward to aswe
plunge headlong into a new century. A good time
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What the
Editor Said /

A Paperless Society?

We are now nearly three decades into the home
computer era. Y et the paperless, cashless, elec-
tronic society this“revolution” promised seems
nearly asfar away as ever.

For example: | have adozen or so billsthat | pay
monthly, semi-monthly, quarterly, semi-annualy or
annualy. Only about half of these are done by
some form of automatic funds transfer. One of
these was the phone hill, which used a
pay-by-phone system. This required a phone call
each month that took aslong as writing and mail-
ing acheck, but it did diminate the licking and
sticking and the 33 cent postage cost. Now this
bill is deducted directly from my bank account.

| pay my car insurance bill viathe Internet. When |
garted afew months ago, | had to enter dl the
numbers on my check, with characters such as#
@ and & replacing the computer symbols that are
part of the routing number. | had to look at akey
to determine which character to enter. When |
made my first payment after the latest renewd, this
requirement had been diminated. So thereis
progress.

| have afirgt and second mortgage on my home,
both negatiated with my employee credit union.
The firgt one was transferred to a third party, and
ispad by payroll deduction. The credit union will
not accept payroll deduction for the other one. In-
gead | must write a check each month and mall it
to the credit union where my payroll check is de-
posited. Go figure.

—Dick Ested
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I've Got Five Dollars and
It's Saturday Night

It's getting easier to give money away again;, we
only had to draw two names in December to find
awinner. Dan Rowland logt out, then Doug Cun-
ningham’ s name came up, rewarding him richly for
one of hisrare visits to our meeting. In the new
year, it was even quicker--Chester Sohm won on
the firgt spin of the whed.

FCUG Financial Report
January to December 1999

Balance asof 12/1/98: ..$1234.50

Incomein 1999

DUES oo, $264.00
RAfle oo 99.00
Miscdlaneous Sdes ... 7.30
Disk of the Quarter  ......... 4.00
Donation  ..ceeeeeeeee, 10.00
Auction 42.00
TOTAL ., $426.30

Expensesin 1999

Interface (print & mall).....$372.46
Member drawing (cadh) ....... 40.00

Postage (cash) .......ccoveeeunenne. 52.84
Miscdlaneous (cad)............. 10.00
Picnic. Food & Supplies.......45.88
Door Prizes......ccccevevveeenne. 51.74
Commodore World ............. 32.95
Computerfest Fee.............. 100.00
TOTAL e, $705.87
Bank balance: .............. $919.86
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Scape (L

by Robert Bernardo S22

| was in the same boat as alot of Commodore on-
line users at the end of 1999. In October Delphi
announced that they were pulling the plug on dl
text access to their online service vialocad phone
numbers or dial-ups. By December 31 the nation-
wide did-ups through Sprintnet or Tymet would
disappear. After December 31 the only way to get
into al the text services of Delphi would be to td-
net in through another independent service
provider (ISP). The only consolation for losng my
local did-up was that Delphi would reduce its
rates; previoudy | had been paying $10 a month
for 4 hours of time; now Delphi would offer telnet
members ayearly rate of $34.95 with unlimited
time.

| wanted Delphi in order to access their Com-
modore Forum bulletin board (which had impor-
tant messages from the likes of Maurice Randdll,
Whesdls programmer), to utilize their small C= li-
brary of 3,000+ files, and to read the Usenet
group, comp.sys.cbm, with their news reader
(which I preferred to others).

Though other users would have trouble finding a
local ISP which supported a Commodore telnet-
ting into Delphi, | thought | wouldn't have any
problems. | dso belonged to the Genie online ser-
vice, and | would be able to telnet into Delphi
through Genie. At the C= Forum, the members
complained about not being able to easily access
the service anymore. If they couldn't get to Delphi,
they'd have to drop ouit.

However, my smugness disgppeared when Genie
announced at the beginning of December that they
would do away with their “old” service in favor of
“new” service. The old service was especidly for
text-based computers, like the Commodore.
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There was the Commodore Roundtable with its
own bulletin board, discussion (chat) groups, and
download library of 17,000+ files. The new ser-
vice would be more friendly toward computers
with graphical browsers, like PC, Mac, and
Amiga, though Commodore would ill be able to
access it. However, the fly in the ointment was that
Genie would discontinue most of their nationwide
did-ups, most Genie phone numbers would disap-
pear as would their aternate connectionsvia
Sprintnet. Supposed reasons ranged from needing
to use fagter linesto Sprintnet not being Y 2K
compliant. Here in Cdifornia, the only loca Genie
numbers would be centered around the Los Ange-
les and San Francisco areas—-not good for usersin
the rest of the state and especialy not good for
me.

Genie was my main service. | received nearly al of
my e-mail through Genie. | made good use of the
download library to get filesto fill up the
disks-of-the-quarter for the Fresno Commodore
User Group. | surfed the Internet through the Lynx
text browser a Genie. | chatted online with fellow
Commodorians who were serious about the use of
our fine computers.

All of thiswasto change on December 27. At first
| thought | could stay with the new Genie. Long
distance phoning to the nearest Genie did-up
would cost me five cents a minute in addition to
the new $19.95 a month fee with unlimited time.
However, as the fateful day approached, | be-
came more and more disenchanted.

| persondly telephoned a Genie service tech and
asked him about the new service. He assured me
that | would be able to ill use my Commodore
with Genie. The email program would be differ-
ent. My email addresswould be different. Then |
asked the important question. Would the Com-
modore download library be transferred to the
new Genie? Hisreply: “Were il thinking about
it.”
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Huh? The new service had been in usefor the last
two years... and gill no plan to bring the library
over? Thefates of the other download libraries of
other computers were probably till in the air, too
--the Applell library, the Amigalibrary. All of
these to belogt! It was areplay of the bad memo-
ries of the QuantumLink library of 40,000+ C=
files and the Compuserve C= library disgppearing.
“Sill thinking”? Shocking!

After this bad news, | thought that | could hang
onto the service for at least three monthsto give
them a chance to trangfer the library. | ill wanted
to sgn up for the new service, but Genie threw
another monkey wrench into the process. Because
| didn't have aloca Genie number, they wanted
me to sign up through their long distance service a
nine cents a minute and did into only one phone
number. | travel around Cdifornia, and | needed
access to my service wherever | went. That meant
| needed to use any Genie number that was clos-
est to me. In that case, they wanted meto sgn a
walver, absolving Genie of dl long distance
charges | may incur. Only when the waiver was
signed could | finish the Sgn-up process.

Thiswas a strange way of doing business, but |
duly waited for the form to arrive in the mail. The
extra days of waiting gave me extratime to think
about what | was doing. At the Saturday night
chats at the Genie Roundtable, my e-friends were
incredulous and anxious. They had the same fed-
ings as those members a Delphi. If they couldn't
access the new Genie easily, they'd drop out. If
they couldn't easily get together to chat, they'd
drop out. If the download library were not in
place, they'd drop out. Cincinatti would have a
local number but not Muskegon. Canada would
be |eft out entirdly.

At every chat prior to December 27, the talk was
the same. Any new news? Any more local access
numbers? We exchanged aternate e-mail ad-
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dresses saverd times, some complaining that the
dternate would have to be accessed with a
non-Commodore compuiter. | was sill holding out
hope. | had sent in my waiver, and December 24 |
cdled Genieto findly finish sgning up. Customer
sarvice had |eft early for the day. Tech support
was dill there, but they couldn't do anything and
advised meto cal Monday. That was lousy! The
find chat on Christmas night brought more bad
news. Even the new phone numbers for the new
Genie weren't working right. People would key in
their user name and password and would ill be
locked out of the system.

That did it. | gave up on Genie. | cdled JPS Net;
they advertised text-based, shell accounts for
older computers, good rates, and dia-ups
throughout Cdifornia and other western states.
With Gaelyne Gasson's book, The Internet for
Commodore 64/128 Users, in hand | quizzed one
of their support technicians on the intricacies of
their system. Though he had to put me on hold
severd times (probably to find the answersto my
questions), | was satisfied and sgned up. My wor-
rieswere over. I'd have e-mail, Internet access,
and news reader functions. Beeeep, wrong! When
| dided into their system, | keyed in my user name
and password and then recelved a startling mes-
sage, “PPP dider garting...” No! Commodores
currently don't understand whet to do with this
protocol; PC's, Macs, and Amigas do. | tried sev-
era times and recelved the same response severd
times. | findly caled the techs at JPS and asked
what was going on. They shegpishly admitted that
| could get to the shell only after logging on
through the PPP dider. | reminded them that my
older computer didn't understand PPP and that I'd
have to access the shell directly when | logged on.
They responded that wasn't how their system
worked. Needlessto say, | dropped their service
immediately and was not charged.

| had one other chance. Bill Webster, Genie
e-friend of the South Bay (San Francisco) region,
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told methat VaueNet had text-based shell ac-
counts, and he gave me a phone number to cdll.
December 27 | cdled, and to my surprise, the
sales representative was sympathetic and support-
ive. | asked him if they offered shell accounts.
Yes. | asked himif | had to cross any strange PPP
barrier. Definitely no. He asked me what com-
puter was | going to use with their system. A C-
128D. He was excited and amazed that Com-
modores would be using their system. He wanted
to know more about the capabilities of our ma-
chines. | briefly explained about CMD hard
drives, JPEG viewers, the SuperCPU, and the up-
coming Wave graphica web browser from Mau-
rice Randall and partners. He was fascinated and
explained that when the Wave was reedy, | could
sggnon for a“combo” account which would give
me a text-based shell and a graphical account for
one low price. He transferred meto their tech,
C.J.,, who was versed in older computers and V-
ueNet's shell accounts. C.J. knew his stuff. He an-
swered dl of my specific questions, and he re-
marked that they had older PC DOS, Ataris, and
Commodores using their shell account.

| signed on. Out of their various payment plans, |
accepted the 3-month plan for $55, and that gave
me unlimited time and a 10 mb. online workspace.
VaueNet has locd did-ups throughout Cdifornia
but not in other states. At the end of 3 months, if
I'm fully pleased with their service, I'll choose &-
ther the 6-month plan for $100 or the 12-month
plan for $150.

Though it took a day for them to work out the
bugs in sgning me up into their shell account, my
phone cdls to the sales reps were dways very
courteous and helpful. In fact, it was far easier to
reach the repsthan C.J.

With my new service, I've been learning the ways
of the Pine e-mail, the Tin news reader, amore
modern Lynx text web browser, FTP (File Trans
fer Protocol), and other details. The text-based
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account with VaueNet is not totally ashdl. Witha
shell you might be given an input prompt and noth-
ing ese. Then you'd have to give commands on
that command line. Upon logging into VaueN€,
you'e given amenu with choices like email, news
reader, Internet tools, file transfers, file system
functions, and ashell. Fairly easy but even more
s0 with Gaglyne Gasson's book to guide me.

Every day | become more proficient in using the
system. My Genie efriends are now being di-
rected to a Sunday night chat on the Internet, and
for the most part, were back together again. And
al the Genie C=filesare not totdly logt; David
Witmer (ak.a. Snogpitch), president of the
Cincinnati Commodore Computer Club and for-
mer Genie chat hogt, saved them dll to floppy and
ZIP disks, the only problem being that they are not
accessble online. The new millennium dawns, and
I'm ill online with my Commodore. Things are
looking up!

Vaue Net Internetwork Services, Inc., 2855
Mitchell Dr., Suite 105, Wanut Creek, Cdifornia
94598, U.S.A.. Phone: 925 943-5769 E-mail:
info@vdue.net Webste: www.vauenet

The Internet for Commodore 64/128 Users, avall-
able from: VideoCam Services, 90 HilliersRd.,
Reynella, SA 5161, Audrdia Phone: 61 8
8322-2716 FAX: 61 8 8387-5810 or 707
897-0676 (USA) E-mail: video-
cam@videocam.net.au Website: http://video-
cam.net.au

Also available from Loaddtar, J & F Publishing,
Inc., 443 Gladstone Blvd., Shreveport, LA
71104, U.SA.. Phone: 318 868-8727 E-mail:
fender @l oadstar.com Website:
www.loadstar.com

David Witmer -e-mail: snogpitch@prodigy.net
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