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Taking 8 Bits to the 21st Century

“Computers
make it easier to
do a lot of things,

but most of the
things they make
it easier to do
don't need to be
done.”
- Andy Rooney

Those Other Publishing Programs

by Va F. DeCot

Y ou know which ones they are. Y ou've actudly used them, and
many 4ill do. Those other persond publishing programs, in addi-
tion to GEQS, that are available for your use on the Commodore
computer.

It dl garted with the Print Shop, by Broderbund. The Print Shop
could be used to design greeting cards, banners, stationary and
sgns Thiswasthe very first program to redly popularize home
publishing. Y ou see the results everywhere today; thereis a Print
Shop program for just about every computer platform. The pro-
gram issmpleto use, fool proof, and we have an immense collec-
tion of additiond graphics available for use with it. In addition to
the Print Shop there is the Print Shop Companion, which alows
you to edit and create graphics, borders, and fonts, and even de-
sign and make your own monthly calendar.

PrintMaster and PrintMagter+ are two programs from Unison that
are very smilar to Print Shop and offer many of the same fegtures.
PrintMaster |ets you add multiple fonts to a page and includes an
on screen preview of your finished work. With either PrintMaster
or PrintMaster + you can aso view your graphics on screen. A
large number of graphics are available, dong with programs to
convert the graphics between Print Shop and PrintMaster format.

The Newsroom from Springboard |ets you creste you own
newdetter and include graphics of your own design or from the
Newsroomnrs extensve library of graphics disk. This programis
very easy to use. Text will fit and flow around your graphics, and
you can add headlines and just about any other touches you might
find in aregular newspaper.



Certificate Maker is another product by Spring-
board and it can be used to make any one of over
200 different awards. Each certificate can be cus-
tomized by sdecting different borders and fonts of
various Szes. Your cregtions can be saved as afile
on adisk for future use.

Awardware by Hi-Tech Expressonswill do ev-
erything that Certificate Maker will do and more,
Y ou can create award ribbons, tickets, coupons
checks, and more. Hi-Tech Expressions also pro-
duces Print Power which is another Print Shop
clone that will help you create and print Sgns,
cards, ationary, and banners. This company is
aso respongble for a series of persond publishing
programs such as Partyware, which will print out
banners, party hats, ribbons, place mats, cards,
and more. It will dso maintain a data base of
names and phone numbers, birth dates and other
important information. Heartware is used to pro-
duce friendship cards and love notes. While Card-
ware, wel! you guessed it, creates greeting cards.

There are two other desktop publishing programs
that deserve mention, but both need articles of
their own to explain their many uses and features.
Thefirg is Outrageous Pages by Batteries In-
cluded. Outrageous Pages can be used to create
and print invitations, calendars, name tags, certifi-
cates, and newdetters. The other program by Bat-
teries Included is Paperclip Publisher. This pro-
gram isfor the serious Desktop Publisher. It
comes with its own utilities, demo, hints, and tons
of clip art.

There are many other programs out there that do
many of the publishing and printing jobs that I've
aready written about. Some of them are Let:s
Make Gresting Cards, Let-s Make Signs and
Banners, and Lets Make Stationary and Caen-
dars by Melody Hal (remember them?). Theres
Button and Badge Maker by IntraCorp. For our
younger members we have the Muppets Print Kit,
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Looney Tune Print Kit, Sesame Street Print Kit,
and the Jetsong/Hintstones Print Kit, al by Hi-
Tech Expressons.

Believe mewhen | say that I've just scratched the
surface when it comesto great publishing/
productivity programs for our venerable C-64's
and C-128's. There are some good to excellent
non-GEQOS publishing programs sill avalable for
our machines and many are available from individ-
uas and even businesses which Hill carry Com-
modore products.

24-Pin Printer Adjustment

Heres aprogram that is said to adjust the vertical
spacing for Print Shop on 24 pin printers.

Type and Save; turn on printer and put itin IBM
mode; Load and Run the program.

10 open 4,4

20 print#4,CHR$(27) CHR$(65)CHR$(7);
30 Print#4,CHR$(27)CHR$(50):

40 close 4

Disclamer: This has not been tested by FCUG or

COMMODORE COMPUTERS: NOT
READY FOR
THE ORPHANAGE

by Lee Pasborg

Editor=s Note: Thiswas one of the most widely
reprinted articles | have seen in any Con-
modore newsletter. | think we can agree that
things are even better than we expected, eight
years after Leess optimistic predictions.
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At some point it istime to wake up and smell the never got off the ground, so there is little software
coffee. The sad fact is the 8-bit computer world is that was written for them. The PC J. had that aw-
shuffling off to the orphanage. Yes, | know thet the  ful keyboard. When these machines became or-
64 and Apple Il arerrt orphans yet, but the manu- phans there was little their owners could do with
facturers have got them in the basket and are them. It isimportant to redlize, however, that some
reedy to ring the doorbell and run. The magazines of these machines are il being used today. User
that feature our machines have ether folded up or groups have sustained their owners over the years.
are withering away. Software is getting harder and

harder to find, and little that is new isbeing intro- Apple and Commodore users do not have the

duced. same kinds of problems that the owners of other
orphans had. The machines are well developed
Our choices as users are smple. Either bail out, and well thought out. The 64 is capable of loading
get anew machine and start over; or try to make fairly sophigticated programs, including word pro-
the mogt of what we have, cessors and data bases capable
knowing that new hardware of sarvicing asmdl business. Ex-

and software is going to be
harder to find as the years pass.
How you decide depends on
what you want to do with your
mechine.

panded Apples and the 128 have
even more fegtures. Thereis
nearly an unlimited supply of soft-
ware dill avallable for your ma:
chine. Millions have been sold,
and they are not going to disap-
pear. The 128 and the 80 column
Apples have nearly dl the fea-
tures that most people need in a
trouble with the idea of invest- home computer. If you plan to
ing thousands of dallarsto play gtick with your machine, you
games, but if you have the money to spare, have might consder doing some of the following:

fun.

If you are primarily agame
player, get an Amigaor fancy
clone and play away. | have

1. Start accumulating the software you need now
If you are a high-tech junkie, you are probably d- whileit is dill reedily avalldble. It:struethat in the
reedy in the 16/32 bit world, unless you are poor. years to come youll be ableto get alot of soft-
If that:sthe case, | guessyou are stuck with 8-bits ~ ware for next to nothing, but you carrt count on
for the time being. Y ou can soup up your machine getting what you need thisway. If you dorrt d-

until it rivals the performance of the fancier mod- ready have a good quality word processor, copy

és. utility, etc., get one, preferably with al documenta-
tion.

However, if you are ahome computer user, you

could stick with your orphan as | intend to do. 2. If you run across hardware at a bargain price,

Let=sfaceit, the 64, 128 and Apple Il aregoingto  consider buying it. Even dead machines serve a

be orphans unlike any others. The Sinclair had purpose--parts. Again, as time goes by, the prices

only 1 or 2K of memory--not enoughtoloadina  for Commodore and Apple hardware should drop
decent program. The VIC 20 had 16 K but a 22 to next to nothing. An extradisk drive is dways
column screen. The Applelll, Lisa, and Plusd nice to have anyway.
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3. Pick up books that cover your machine, espe-
cialy programming reference guides. These are
getting harder to find in the bookstores now, but a
used one will do just as good ajob as new--may
even better, since the previous owner has proba-
bly marked the most useful pages dready. Get the
book even if you dorrt program or even under-
stand most of what the book says, someday you
may want to learn.

4. Join and support your locd users group. There
you will find other hard-core enthusiasts who will
be glad to share solutions to your problems.
Someone will know how to get a program to run,
or where you can get repairs done.

5. Dorrt despair! Orphans may have a harder time
than others, but aslong asthey stay hedthy, they
can be jugt as productive as anyone else. The way
| figureit, by the time the last 8-bit goes south for
the last time, today:s computers will look ancient.
Consder the advances that have occurred in the
last five years. If you and your orphan can hang on
until 1995, it=slikdly that youll see Amigas at yard
sdes.

So when the orphanage door opens for our fa
vorite machines, it will be sad--becoming an or-
phan is not a happy event. But it need not be the
end. After dl, an orphanage is not agraveyard. As
long as we keep using these useful, productive
meachines, their being orphanswill redly beirrde-

I've Got Five Dollars and It's Sat-
urday Night

In April it took two triesto find awinner. First up
was Juanita Eroles...then, for hisfirst win ever,
Dick Egtel took home the $5. In May, Doug Curn-
ningham, Joyce Kearns, and Bruno Buitti all
missed out--so be on hand in June when we'll
have abig $10 jackpot.
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What the
Editor Said /

Here at World Interface Headqua”ters were d-
ways trying to make things better, to bring you the
best possible Interface.

| started out using Word Perfect, which is very
smilar to usng geoPublish. A few problems deve-
oped with this program; most important, objects
(graphics, text boxes, etc.) will not dways go
where you want them. Certain types of objects
refused to live on the same page with other graph-
ics.

Thislead to the purchase of a$20 publishing pro-
gram. Economicaly, thisis roughly equivaent to
the various Print Shop clones that used to be
available for the Commodore at $4.99 to $9.99.
This program works fine, and has been used to
produce The Interface for the last few months. It
had a dismaying tendency to lock up the computer
every time |l used it, but | discovered a cure, and
now it only locks up once in a greet while. How-
ever, you dways assume therees something better
out there.

With thisissue | have been using a $100 program
meade by afarly well known software company
that happens to dominate the PC industry. Based
on only limited experience as | write, this program
isafew levels aboveits predecessor. One big im-
provement is the ability to place objects off to the
Sde on aAtablei Naturaly with al programs,
there isamagter template with which | sart each
issue. With other programs, if the president:s col-
umn, for example, was on page 4 last timeand is
on page 6 thistime, | had to remove the heading
from page 4 and recopy it for its origina sourceto
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page 6. With MSP, | can keep it on the Atable
and move it onto the desired page with each issue.
Interestingly, the Commodore program Paperclip
Publisher has this capability, but geoPublish does
not. It should. They al should.

Regardless of the tools used make the product, it=s
the product itsdlf that matters. Without desirable
and interesting content, therers no point to the &-
fort. If The Interface is not interesting and desir-
able to you, maybe it=s time you used the tools at
your disposal to write something yourd like to see
published.

Our front page story thisissue is not exactly earth-
shaking, last-minute news--but it=s part of our
continuing effort to encourage everyoneto bea
publisher. Even if you dor¥t produce a Afancy@ job
with graphics, you can accomplish quite abit of

s f-expresson with the various programs dis-
cussed.

If yourd like more details on some of the Com-
modore publishing programs, check out Text Disk
ATO2 with areview of Paperclip Publisher, AT08
with a severd reviews of geoPublish, and AT15
for Outrageous Pages, dl written when those pro-
grams (and dl of us) were young. Disk AT11 has
an atticle covering desktop publishing tips.

Our heartfet thanks to Henry Fry for the efforts he
has given in handling the ribbon inking for the last
couple of years. We appreciate Sandy Dippollet
stepping in to take over the job. Remember, we
ask you to limit your requests to no more than two
ribbons a month, and include your $1 payment
when you bring in aribbon.

Reminder: We rein anew location; sill on the

second floor at Manchester, but in the old Where-
house Record store, next to Claire' s Boutique.
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w Scape (L
Robert Bernardo =<

Whew! I'm ill trying to catch my

breath. On May 8 | flew nearly 2,000 miles away
to attend the Lansing Area Commodore Club
Expo in Michigan. The LACC Expo isthe closest
thing we have to a nationa convention for Com-
modore computers. | returned from the Expo on
Monday morning a 12:30 am., didn't go to deep
until 2, woke up at 5:48, went to work, and came
back to baby-st my nieces until 9:35 p.m., and
findly returned home. Now | have the enviable/
unenviable task of writing articles about my jour-
ney and about Wheels 64. Below isamessage |
posted to the Usenet group, comp.sys.com, and a
response:;

TO: Tim Lewis, President, Lansing Area Com-
modore Club

| hed afabulous time at the Lansng Area Com-
modore Club Expo, which was held last Saturday,
May 9. Though the Expo officidly ran from 10-4,
| was gill going on an adrendin rush. So much to
learn...so much to discuss...so much Commodore!
| could have gone on and on!

| want to publicly thank Tim Lewis, the president
of LACC, for hisfriendship and hospitdity. | dso
want to thank the following officers, members, and
attendees: Maurice Randall, Dae Sidebottom,
Randy Harris, Fred Tafe, Verland Ward, John
Lindemann, Eric Kudzin, Raymond Day, Tim
Hewelt, Maurine Gutowski, Bob Campbell, and
any others| may have forgotten. It was niceto
meet the people behind the e-mail/articles. We
met so briefly, and now were separated.

Whed s for the C64 was officidly introduced a
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the Expo. The audience was hushed as Maurice
Randal displayed the fruition of dl his hard work.
Whed s ran smoothly, beautifully. Many people at
the show bought it; | mysdlf bought 2 sets of
Whedls and GeoFAX 2.1. For the next few days
I'll be in deep study, trying to find out everything
about this major upgrade to the GEOS operating
system. | urge dl GEOS loversto order thisim-
portant upgrade, the first since 1988. For those
who aren't into GEOS, now isthe time to buy
GEOS and Whedls. For more information, contact
Maurice at: arca93@de phi.com

Again thank you to everyone a LACC for agreat
Expo, and | hope one day to come again.

Truly, Robert Bernardo president FCUG
TO: Robert Bernardo

Robert, Thank you very much for being a part of
EXPO 98! We a LACC are very glad that you
madeit out this year to join usl | am happy to hear
that you had such awonderful time, and that trav-
eling out this far was worth the effort and time.

Now for afew thank you's mysdlf: | want to thank
all the people that joined us for EXPO 98. With-
out you, it would not have been what it was. It
was grest to talk to al of you and to see you dl
again. Robert Bernardo listed most of the people
that joined us from out of town. We hopeto do
this again next year and we hope that everyone
will be able to join us. Who knows, maybe Mau-
ricewill have AWhedlsf) 128 up and ready by that
time...:.) (Of course, | will haveto get a copy for
mysdlf) Thanks again to dl of you.....I had agrest
time and will seeyou dl again next year a EXPO
99!

Tim Lewis, Lansng Area Commodore Club

Product News
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There has been another upgrade for the C-64
graphics and converson program, GoDot. A new
GIF picture saver can be downloaded from the
GoDot website. With the GIF saver, a person can
creste a picture usng his favorite Commodore
paint/drawing program and save it as a GIF, ready
to be used as agraphic on an Internet web page.
This enhances GoDot's current ability to load
GIF's. Arndt Dettke,
e-mail--god.adettke@t-online.de Internet--http/
:members.aol.com/howtogodot/wel come.htm

MegaCom Software is shipping the HP Printer
Driver for GEOS, which has been upgraded to v2
from v1. The driver isfor dl HP-compatible
inkjets and will print at 75, 150, and 300 dpi. In
text mode, landscape printing is possible, and it's
compatible with TextPrint v3. Thefull priceis29
deutschmarks, or if upgrading from v1to v2, the
priceis 15 DM. Shipping is free within Germany;
10 DM to other countries. Mastercard is ac-
cepted. MegaCom Software, Britta Grimm, Lan-
genfelder Hof 1 D-78652 DeiBlingen, Germany.
Phone: 0 (049) 7420 1324. FAX: 0 (049) 7420
2608. Internet--http://home/t-online.de/home/
MegaCom_Soft E-mail:
MegaCom_Soft@T-Online.de

Doug Cotton reports that Creetive Micro Designs
is now shipping the v2 of the SuperCPU 128
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20-mhz. accderator, which hasimprovementsin
the firmware compared to v1. Cregtive Micro De-
sgns, P.O. Box 646, East Longmeadow, MA
01028. Orders: 800 6383-CMD. Support: 413
525-8023. FAX: 413 525-8147. Internet--http://
www.cmadweb.com

Ever received an e-mail message with HTML
(HyperText Markup Language) written al over it?
Ever wonder what the message would look like if
the HTML were decoded? Thefirss HTML
viewer for the C-64 was released afew months
ago--FairligHTML v0.99, a shareware program.
FairligHTML reads true ASCII files, not
PETASCII. Look for it on a Disk-of-the-Quarter.
For the full, registered version, send $5 U.S,, 10
DM (German), or 40 SEK (Sweden) to Magnus
Nyman, Runv&auml;gen 7b, 39352 Kamar,
Sweden.

Among others, Jason Compton, writer for Amiga
magazines and frequent contributor on
comp.sys.cbm, reports that Tulip Computers of
the Netherlandsis having financid difficulties. Tulip
currently owns rights to Commaodore 8-bit tech-

nology.

A COMEBACK
FOR THE C-65?

In arelated note, Myke Carter of the Tulsa Area
Commodore Users Group (TACUG) reports that
Take-A-Byte Sysemsiis interested in acquiring
the rights to the Commodore C-65 from Tulip
Computers. Commodore produced less than 200
prototypes of this machine. Some of its capabilities
were: 80-column screen in C-65 mode, full com-
patibility in C-64 mode, Basic 10, expanded inter-
na memory, and built-in 3 1/2" drive. However,
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Spring Cleaning? Don-t
Forget the Computer

by Dan Gutman

In more civilized times, spring cleaning meant tak-

ing up the heavy rugs and cleaning out the closets.

These days, it means dugting off the VCR and get-
ting the car washed--if we have the time.

But theress one thing you should give a thorough
cleaning once a year--your computer system. Al
sorts of problems occur when dirt and dust get
into delicate eectronic parts.

Monitor: Spray Windex or Glass Pluson a
lint-free cloth and wipe the screen well. Computer
stores also sell anti-Static screen cleaners. You
might want to run around the house and clean dl
your TV screens at the sametime.

Keyboards: Computerists are congtantly told not
to eat anywhere near the computer. Hardly any-
body ever follows that advice. Consequently, most
of us have keyboards filled with Chips Ahoy
crumbs, pretzels, and last year=s sdami sandwich.

Common sense should tell you not to pour Fantas-
tic or any other fluid onto your keyboard. And
dorrt try to pry off the key capsto clean thein
nards. Y ourre just opening a can of worms!

The only way to clean akeyboard safely iswith
ar. Use apowerful vacuum with an attachment
that can fit into small places, or better yet, blow
the dirt out by spraying compressed air. These
cans are sold in camera stores; photographers use
them to blow dust out of their equipment.

Printers. Thisiswhere the dirt is the wors, be-
cause you have dl that ink flying around. Clean the
print head carefully with adamp rag or Q-tip
soaked in acohol. Whileyoure @t it, use avery
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amal nozzle on the vacuum and suck up al those
bits of dust and debris.

The Computer Itsdf: If you know how to open up
your computer and arer¥t afraid to poke around
indde, theress nothing wrong with carefully clean-
ing it with a dry-damp Q-tip.

If the thought of opening up your computer makes
you bresk out in hives, dorrt do it. You may do
more harm than good.

If yourve got a service contract, bring your com-
puter in once ayear even if nothing iswrong with
it, 0 aprofessond can fully clean and check it
out. A good time to do this is when you go away
on vacation or business and wor¥t be needing the
computer for afew days.

If you smoke or have a cat that prowls around the
compuiter, it=sal the more important to clean it oc-
casondly. Y ou dorrt have to buy an expensive
cleaning kit --but on the other hand, just any old
rag will cause more problemsthan it istrying to
resolvel Lint-free cloths and the correct cleaning
solution will do wonders.

Before you clean ANY THING, look at theint
struction booklet that came with the component to
seeif any specia procedures are indicated, and
make sure everything is turned off AND un
plugged first!

More Tips For Computer Maintenance:

Keep computer equipment away from radiators,
direct sunlight, and other sources of hest. Make
sure to leave afew inches of breathing room

around al your components so air can circulate.

Computers dorrt like satic eectricity. Get an

anti-gatic mat for your desk and the floor below
the computer. Get in the habit of touching your
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lamp or other piece of meta before you touch the
computer, especidly in the winter or if theroom is
carpeted.

Stash the cords and cables out of the way so chil-
dren and pets don't trip over them.

Fumes from nall polish remover, anmonia, glue,
and other liquid chemicas can react with magnetic
surfaces. Keep them away from your floppy disk.

Get adust cover, not just for the computer, but
aso for your printer, copy machine, and other
electronic equipment. Tape a cardboard flap in
front your floppy disk drive opening and leave it
there dl the time. Less dust will get sucked into
your computer, so there will be lessto clean out
next year.

(Editor=s note: Loca office supply stores sl a kit
containing a can of compressed air and an anti-
satic cleaner for around $10.)

(From The Computer Chronicle viaRandom Bits,

Programs and Data Files

Some of the confusion people seem to have in us-
ing GEOS comes from alack of understanding of
this smple principle: There are two common types
of files used on any computer platform:

Programs, often caled Applications, are filesyou
can RUN. Sometimes the word used is LAUNCH
or OPEN or START. Theideaisthe same. A
program DOES something, and you have to run it
to get it to do that thing. Often a program conssts
of more than onefile-but theideais Hill the same;
that group of files are used by the program to
make things happen.

Data Files are what you creste with a program.
The Write Stuff crestes text files, which can be as
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ample as aletter to your uncle, or the Gresat
American Novel. GeoPaint creates graphic files.
And the GEOS Photo Manager creates Photo Al-
bums.

Almost without exception, a program that crestes
adatafile can later modify thet file. Equally impor-
tant in many cases, different programs can share
the same files. Sometimes you have to do some-
thing to convert the data file from its origind for-
meat to the other progranrs format; sometimes it
can beused asis.

And guess what: When the data fileis being con-
verted, that task is handled by a program--
sometimes the second program, sometimes a sep-
arate program, sometimes even the origind pro-
gram.

For example, Write Stuff can convert its standard
screen code text filesto PETASCII or standard
ASCII format; and can convert both those formats
to screen code. But geoPaint carvt convert a
Kodaor Doodlefile. So some clever programmer
wrote a separate program to do this.

Mogt of these stand-alone conversion programs
dorrt do anything but convert. Import Runner can
convert severd file formats to geoPaint, but carrt
do anything ese with the origind file or the new
file

Y our computing life will be alot esser if you can

program your mind to file thisinformation where
it-s easily accessble!
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The End of the Century:
4 Years to Go

by CharlesF. Carter

Most people are confused about the calendar sys-
tem now in use. Yes, many of the computer sys-
temswill crash in the year 2000, the last year of
the 20th century. Thisiswhy so many people mis-
cdculated the millennium! Yes, the yearsending in
00 (even hundreds) signify the end of a CEN-
TURY!

Thefirgt year, the yeer traditionaly looked upon
asthe year of Chrigt's birth, and the year upon
which our caendar is based, was the year ONE.
The tenth year was year ten and wasthe last year
of the first decade. The first year of the second
decade was year €leven, and the second ten years
ended with the year twenty. Thefird year of the
third decade would, therefore, be year thirty-one.
Following thet logicd beginning: 1981 isthe firgt
year of the ninth decade of the twentieth century;
1990 isthe last year of the ninth decade. 1991 is
thefirst year of the tenth decade, and the year
2000 will bethe LAST year of the tenth decade of
the twentieth century ---NOT the beginning of the
twenty-first century as is commonly assumed.

Most of uslook forward to a change in numbers,
much like watching the nines turn over to zeros
when you have driven your car 100,000 miles. It
is an event. With the calendar, the zeros Sgnify the
end of the millennium -NOT THE BEGINNING!

Mogt of us are aware that there is a calendar ad-
justment at the end of each century, i.e, the years
ending in 00. But many people have the adjust-
ment backwards. Every four normd years an extra
day is added to the calendar and is known as
February 29th. We are used to that phenomenon
asbeing cdled legp year. Thisisredly an imper-
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fect adjustment, however. In 100 years the calen-
dar getsalittle out of whack and it is adjusted by
omitting lesp year at the end of each century
--those years ending in 00. But even this centen-
nia adjusment is il not perfect. So, indl centen-
nid years evenly divisible by 400, an exception is
made, and the legp year remains.  (Random
Bits Editor's Note: 1900 is not divisible by 400,
S0 there was no leap year that year. My
mother-in-law, aleap-year baby, did not get to
celebrate any birthdays from 1896 until 1904; she
went eight years without a birthday party from the
time she turned eight until she reached her 16th
birthday in 1908.)

Therefore, our leap year cycleis consigtent for the
years 1904 through the year 2096. The upcoming
end of the millennium, year 2000, will be aleap
year. Many, many people are ingsting that the
year 2000 will not be alegp year (quite acal-in
discussion on alocal radio station the other day).
They mugt have forgotten the exception (i.e, if the
centennid year isdivisble by 400).

Class of 2000 -Y ou arethe last class of the 20th
century! One more Olympicsin this century --The
20th Century --The year 2000 In Audtrdial

One more presidentia eection in this cen-
tury! -the 20th century! Many people have
booked "end-of-century" celebration parties a
year early.

(From Random Bits, March 1997, NOVACOM; North-
ern Virginiacomputer Club)

>
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These are true stories from the
Horida-based Data Retrieval

But Seriously Folks...
Services, acompany specidizing

in rescuing data from various

computer media as floppy disks, hard drives, and
tapes.

A customer handed them a stack of non-
functioning floppy disks. DRS recovered the data
from the disks using specid techniques, and
copied the data to fresh disks. Next day, the cus-
tomer complained that the new disks wouldrrt
work either. So they got them back and noticed a
dight curvature to them. They caled and asked
what she had done to them when she got them
back. Adust what | aways do--I stick labelson
them, put them into the typewriter, and type a
name on them. @

A panicky novelist lost four years of work to a
mafunctioning hard drive. AHave you been back-
ing up your computer? they asked. AY es,fl the
writer replied, Al-ve been backing the computer up
asclosetothewdl as| can get it.d

(from Sectors, newsletter of Hagerstown MD Group)

Hello and welcome to Psychiatric Hatline. If you
are obsessive compulsive, please press 1 repeat-
edly. If you are co-dependent, please ask some-
oneto press 2. If you have multiple persondities,
please press 3, 4,5 & 6. If you are paranoid-
delusond, we know who you are and what you
want. Just say on the line so we can answer the
cal. If you are schizophrenic, ligen carefully and a
little voice will tdl you which number to press. If
you are manic depressive, it doesrt matter which
number you press. No one will answer.

(From The Internet, viaFUNHUG newsletter, Fremont
CA, 2/96)
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