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“Imagine if every
Thursday your
shoes exploded if
you tied them the
usual way. This
happens to us all
the time with com-
puters, and no-
body even thinks of
complaining.”

The Disappearing Floppy Disk
by Dick Estel

Experiments with sun, microwave and freezing have shown that
the floppy disk is pretty sturdy--as long as you have one. But the
continued advances in the PC world do not bode well for users of
antiquated media. It is getting harder and harder to find double-
Sded, double-dendity 5.25 inch floppies.

I have not seen them in tores for some time (in fact, 5.25 disks of
any type are becoming a thing of the past, as current model PCs
useonly 3.5" disks).

LOADSTAR, surdly the last mgor user of 5.25 disks, recently
lost their last supplier, and had to resort to recycled disks (not
used in the sense that they had been |oaded and handled, but not
new in the sense that they were unsold program disks). Not long
ago | saw an ad for disks for 19 cents each from a Commodore
user in Canada with whom I=ve corresponded for severa years.
When | contacted him by Email, he had sold all his disks--to
LOADSTAR!

Another supplier is Ed Hart in the Bay Area, who acquired alarge
number of disks of both Szes a couple of years ago. When |
talked to him in early May, he was down to about 1,000 disks.
He was charging 10 cents at that time. If LOADSTAR hears of
this, how long do you think that supply will last? (1 purchased 100
of each 9ze, the 3.5'sfor mysdf and the others for the club).

Mogt of us have acquired oodles of programs and files we dorrt
use, and have dozens or hundreds of floppy disksthat are care-
fully (or not so carefully) stored somewhere. Recycling these may
well be the best and possibly only source of disks in the not-so-



digtant future.

The 3.5 format may not be around al that long a-
ther. Double-density disks can be used on PC:s
but are no longer the sandard. And even the high-
dengity disks which have 1.44 megabytes are
fdling out of favor, with newer programs creating
ever larger files. A 3" by 4" photo, scanned at 150
dots per inch and saved in ahigh quality format on
the PC can run over one megabyte. No one wants
to storefilesoneto adisk. So PC users are turn-
ing to newer disk formats that start with a 100-

megabyte capacity.

There should be quite afew 3.5 DD disks, and a
huge supply of 3.5 HD disksfor sometimeto
come. The latter can be used on CMD:s FD 2000
drive; thismay be agood way to go if you antidi-
pate a long-term need for significant storage ca-
pacity. If you are using your Commodore &t the
basic levd for abit of word processing and play-
ing around with GEQOS, you probably have your
own gtock in the form of disks you haverrt

In fact, from
where| St
writing this|
can see at
least four
devicesthat
depend
partidly on
computer
control.
Three are
stereo
components, and the other isaVCR--two areas
that have embraced computer technology in a
magor way. Thereisaso acomputer in my pick-
up...not on the seat being hauled to a user group
mesting, but under the hood.

Computers are in wide use in many homes (and
garages)--but usudly they are invisble and their
operdtion is controlled by old fashioned input
devices--tuning knobs (or their pushbutton

The Golden Age of

equivaent), play and pause

“TWO-THIR DS OF buttons, and smilar controls that

Computers don't call attention to their

ection t ocessing chip.
byDICk cad ALL NEW PC connection to aprocessng cnip

The computer age isindeed here,

In hisregular column in the PUR CHASES ARE but it isnot fully vishle
December, 1990 issue of RUN Consdering the resstance to
meagazine, Editor-in-Chief Dennis MADE BY FOLKS computers displayed by alarge
Brisson laments the fact that the segment of the population, perhaps
promised golden age when WHO ALREADY this "sneaky" approach isawise
computers are in most homes has
not yet arrived. OWN ONPE”

While thereis some truth in this

gatement, | think Dennisis using a definition of
computers that istoo narrow. Of course,
consdering the magazines focus, heis referring to
adevice that include akeyboard, processing unit
and monitor, and that Sits on a desk and carries
out amultitude of tasks.
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(Origindly published in The Interface March, 1991. The
computer in its standard form has made significant
advances since that time, but is still far from 100%.
According to recent published information, only 40
percent of U.S. households own a PC, and two-thirds of
al new PC purchases are made by folks who aready own
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Those Pesky Comma Files

Ever snce | started reading Commodore club
newd etters ten years ago, |=ve been seeing varia-
tions on atheme: How to get rid of those pesky
“,” file names. The gigt of these articles was that
youd accidentdly created afile named “,”; you
could not get rid of it with the norma DOS com-
mand to scratch afile, and heress how to do it.

All those who:=ve been plagued with this problem,
raise your hands (no hands go up). Just whét |
thought. | never reprinted those articles, because
I-ve never met anyone who mentioned this prob-
lem, never experienced it, and suspected thet it
was not much of a problem.

Ever curious, | findly got around to experimenting
with the subject by ddiberately trying to create
such afile. I have had weird file names, created by
accident; but | have aways had a secret weapon.
If the norma Commodore DOS command didrvt
work, | just loaded my dternate operating system
(aka GEOS), and dumped the offending file in the
trash. GEOS will display anicon for every file,
even the grangefile | recently found which had no
name (it gppeared as“ " in the Commodore di-
rectory).

Firs | created aone-linefile asfollows.
10 PRINT ATes Filed

Then | atempted to saveit with the file name“,”.
The disk drive light flashed rgpidly for awhile, and
continued to flash after the cursor returned. Having
Jffy-DOS ingdled, | pressed @ to get the error

message “Fileexigs’ (1)

Of course, | had no such file visblein the direc-
tory, but thisresult hints at why it may be a prob-
lem to get rid of such afile when you do indeed
encounter one.
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Then | attempted to rename an exigting file but got
a Syntax Error with no further explanation. My
find attempt was to save afile with thisnamein
The Write Stuff. This did the job--but when | tried
to load thisfile, | got the message “file not found.”

Going back to BASIC, | tried to scratch thefile,
with no luck. So the “pesky commafile’ isnot a
myth. My next venture, of course, wasto find the
article explaining how to get rid of the pesky file,
which is summarized below. The indructions
workedto aT (or perhaps to a comma).

While | was thus engaged, | aso attempted to
saveafileas* ” (i.ee QUOTE SPACE
QUOTE). This worked fine, dthough it could not
be saved without the space; “” was rejected with
the message “Missing File Name.” Thisone-line
file showed 74 blocks in the directory! Attempting
to load with the Jffy-DOS file load command (/
filename; entered as SLASH SPACE, produced
the message “missng filename” Then | tried
loading it with the LOAD/RUN command (F5
which printsthe UP ARROW) in front of the file
name in the directory. This loaded but did not run
thefile; but it ran correctly once with the RUN
command. Subsequent attempits to load this way
with / or F5 loaded the FIRST file on the disk!

Attempting to scratch the file with the JDOS
command did not work. When | vdidated the
disk, the file was ill there. When | used the tech-
nique described below, it went away aong with
thefile“,” and another one named “!”.

(Above by DE)

GETTING RID OF THAT
PESKY COMMA FILE

1. Lig al one-character file names by sdlectively
loading the directory asfollows:

LOAD “$0:7",8 (with JDOS, /$0:?)
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If any non-comma files are shown that you want to
keep, rename them.

Then use the following command to scratch all
one-character filenames:.

OPEN 15,8,15; PRINT #15,”S0:?" (with
JDOS, @S0:?)

When you have a disk with mishehaving files it-s a
good idea to copy the good files to a fresh disk.

(Theinstructions here were summarized from an article
by Jim Butterfield in Commodor e World #4)

Local Commodore On-Line Sup-
port Discovered

by Helen Slvas

In my quest to rid
mysdf of Amer-
icaOnline, and
find another
service to support
my OTHER
computer (Mac),

| unknowingly ran
into QuadralNet.

QuadraNet is
here in Fresno! |
could not believe
my earswhen |
heard they
supported the “lil guy”--our Commodores!

This way to the
Information
Super Highway

The best newsisthat it costs only $20 amonth. A
bit cheaper than Genie or Delphi. | somewhat
reca| paying thirty-something plus an hourly rate
when | was briefly hooked up to Genie.

The technician over the telephone told me that you
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need your own modem (of course), and your own
disk (we have that, Desterm, right?), (He probably
means your own disk drive to store downloads,
and yes, of course, your own telecom program
like Desterm or others --Ed.) and you have to be
ableto telnet (telnet?, whatever that means).*

S0-0-0, You see, Macs aren't that bad! | ran
across this on-line service for the “lil guy” because
of aMac.

The only thing | forgot to ask was about a pack-
age ded--two computers for the price of one!

I will find out this week, when | goin to switch to
QuadraNet. (Their local voice phone number is
485-2965.)

* A method of requesting files for downloading

Easy Connector Labels

by Cecil Serfent-Chesapeake Beach

Like most computers, mine Sits on adesk under-
neeth an overhanging shdlf, atached to arat's nest
of wiresand cables. It's hard to see the back
pand a dl, let donewdl enough to plug in an-
other wire. So when | need to work with the
plugs, it's very hard to locate them.

I've solved the problem by labeling each connec-
tor on the TOP surface of my computer, way at
the back, immediatdy above the connector itsdlf.

Now, when | need to locate the seria bus or some
other connector, | know it's right below it's labdl.
Once | haveit located so precisdly, it's easy to re-
placeit by fed done.
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The Wheels Saga: Mile 1

(Like the amazing saga of our ancestors who crossed the
prairie on creaking wagon wheels, the story of the new
GEOS Wheels operating system cannot be told in just
oneissue. Therewill be other milesto travel, and other
tellers of thetale. Thisisthefirst dispatch from Robert
Bernardo)

Rewind to May 9, 1998, 3 p.m. in Michigan. The
highlight of the Lansing Area Commodore Club
Expo was saved for last. Becoming quiet, dl of the
people gathered around the north end of room.
Maurice (pronounced Morris) Randall, creator of
GeoShdll, GeoFAX, and Invoice Writer 11, was
about to unvell Wheds 64 in an officid demon-
dration.

Whedls 64 was
the firs mgor
operating system
upgrade to
GEOSin 10
years. After a
brief introduc-
tion, Maurice
opened up a
Wheds package
and went through the step-by-step process of in
gdling the disk. The indalation procedure re-
quired the use of an originad GEOS 2.0 disk and
the disconnection of dl hardware but one disk
drive. After theingdlation, dl hardware was reat-
tached including aRAM expander. Without the
extraRAM, Whedls would not be able to func-
tion. He rebooted the installed Whedls 64 disk,
answered the screen prompts concerning hard-
ware configuretion, and findly arrived & the re-
named desktop called the Dashboard.

From there he showed how to set the clock, how
to move windows around, how to enlarge or
ghrink the windows, how to set the windows for
icon or text mode, how to eadly copy from one
device to another, and how gpplications could be
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launched. He started the application MakeSys-
Disk, a program which makes more Whedls mas-
ter disks or bootable Whedls disks. He recom-
mended that users never work from the origind
measter disk but from bootable Whedls disks. He
launched the Toolbox, a program which replaces
the old Configure program. During the demonstra-
tion, Whedls was under 20 mhz. SuperCPU con-
trol, and within the SuperCPU's expanded 16
meg. of RAM, Maurice created the largest GEOS
native RAMdisk partition ever tried--al 16 meg.!
Quite amazing! Whed's had freed GEOS from
memory shackles and disk drive limitations. His
session lasted for more than an hour, and | ran out
of videotape with which to record the last minutes
of histak. After the sesson, Maurice took private
questions-and-a
nswers and sold
Whed's pack-
ages. | picked
up my two
Wheds and one
GeoFAX pack-
ages, paying a
total of $102.
That was a$10
discount. Darn! | was in the presence of such
Commodore ditethat | forgot to ask Maurice to
autograph my Whedl's package.

Fast forward to the present day. I'm about ready
to open my Whedls package after days of pro-
cragtination; perhapsit is more trepidation. Here it
is, the biggest update in GEOS history. Whedlsis
supposed to combine the best of the Amiga, Mac-
intosh, and Windows desktops. Whedls would
alow four drives, up to 255 partitions with
sub-directories for each partition, up to Sixteen,
resizeable, movable windows on the Dashboard; a
new system directory with the capaility of having
2,040 files on a 1541 disk, native mode partitions
up to 16 mb., file requesters for gpplications like
GeoWrite, system buttons, a disk button, asys-
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tem partition dialogue box, new input drivers, and
the option of having GEOShell as adesk acces-
sory. The four main components of Wheels 64
are: the Dashboard, the Toolbox, MakeSysDisk,
and the Whedls Operating System, which hasa
total of 14 new disk drivers. Whedsrequires a
minimum of a C-64 or C-128 in 64 mode, a 1541
drive, 128k of RAM expansion, and agood qud-
ity color monitor. As with GEOS, having more for
Whedlsis better, e.g., another disk drive, more
RAM in the expanson, aRAMLINK, and/or a
SuperCPU 20 mhz. accelerator.

| findly dice open the white, 9 x 12 mailing enve-
lope that encloses my Whedls package, being
careful not to damage the envel ope's sticker that
has the Whed s logo, the VIN (vehicle identifica-
tion number) in keegping with the automobile theme
of the package, and the package identification,
AC-64 Version 4.0.0 That'sright...in its early
stages Whedls was called GEOS 3.0. The GEOS
name is copyrighted, and specificaly, GEOS 3.0
was the Berkeley Softworks package for PC's.
No wonder Wheedlsisv4.

| carefully dip the paperwork out of the envelope.
There are three, stapled, 82 x 11 pages, the first
talking about Whed's being continudly improved,
the second with aregidration form, and the third
being an order form for any of Maurices GEOS
packages. The first pageisthe most interesting. In
order to rdlease Whedsin timefor the LACC
Expo, Maurice had to release Whedlsin ausable
but less than perfect state. When windows are
opened, the drive icon names overlap the win-
dows. Missing are the following features that
Maurice wants to include in the next update:
printer driver accessible from any drive or path,
working screen saver, horizontal scrolling in the
Dashboard windows, auto clock setting from any
real-time clock, info box in the Dashboard for dis-
playing info about files and disks, the ashtray for
temporarily discarding files which can be later re-

The Interface

Page 6

trieved, printer icon on the Dashboard for drop-
ping filesto be printed, drive swapping function in
the Toolbox, a utility for changing the system col-
ors and background patterns, ability to drop a
drive icon onto a partition window to perform a
whole disk copy, new printer drivers, and possible
MS-DOS disk capability. He promises afree up-
gradeto al current, registered owners of Whedls.

A blue-covered, spiral-bound, 29-page “ owner's
manud” isincluded in the package, and between
the pages of the manud isthe blue, 5 1/4 Wheds
disk. | set the disk asde and read the manua from
cover to cover. Divided into seven sections and
one gppendix, the manua covers. generd informa:
tion, introduction and overview, ingaling Wheds,
MakeSysDisk, Dashboard 64, Toolbox 64, mis
cdlaneous, and the appendix which coversthe
system disk contents, troubleshooting, and order-
ing information. Not satisfied with the firgt
read-through, | pore over the manua a second
time, epecidly the part on ingdling the disk. The
manua twice warns to follow the ingtdlation in-
sructions exactly. Then | review my video of
Maurice using Whedls at the LACC Expo.

| disconnect my RAM expander, dl of my extra
drives, and even my modem, printer, and printer
interface, leaving the C-128D bare. | power up
the system, going into C-64 mode. | then boot up
my old, origind GEOS 2.0 disk. When | get to the
desktop, | remove it and insert the Whedls disk.
This is where the becomes confused. It says,
AClick on the drive icon and the desktop will open
the disk directory onto the desktop pad.f Well,
the only drive icon thet | have isthe Configure
icon. | click on that and GEOS responds by say-
ing, Alnsert System disk. OK or cancelf. | cancel.
The drive spins and brings up only one icon, the
Wheds Ingdler icon. (Actudly thedriveiconis
theicon for the particular disk drive. There being
only one, clicking on it opens the disk that has just
been inserted. Robert=s actions accomplished the
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same results. --Ed.)

The manual isback on track. I'm at the Installer
icon...no problem. | double-click on theicon, and
the manua goes awry again, “As soon as Indtdler
has started, it will ask you to insert your origind
GEOS 2.0 boot disk.” Not true--the process
jumps two steps in the manua to where you must
enter your first name, then your last name, and
whether your nameis entered correctly. Only then
doesit ask you to insert the GEOS disk. After In-
ddler pulls some information off the GEOS disk,
then it asks you to insert the Wheds disk. | click
OK, and the computer responds, “Testing disk
and drive...” Thereisagrest ded of quick drive
chattering but no head-banging. The computer re-
sponds, “Unpacking files...”, and with that, thereis
agreat ded of drive access. After afew minutes,
the computer says, “Wheds ingalation successful.
OK.” | clicked OK, and | get the message,
“Write-protect your disk. OK.” | do so and click
OK. Now the message is* Setup your system and
boot Whedls. OK.” | click OK, and the computer
is reset to the power-up screen.

| power-down the C-128D, reconnect my exter-
nal 1571 asdrive 9, the two 1581's as drives 10
and 11, the CMD 1750XL 2 meg. RAM ex-
pander, the Aprotek Minimodem-C24, and the
Canon BJC-4100 Bubblget printer. | turn on the
system, go to C-64 mode, and load up the atered
Whedls disk. The screen turns black, and afew
seconds later the Whedls symbol, a three-winged
automobile whed spinner, appears. A few sec-
onds after that, I'm presented a menu, “ Select
RAM Expansion. 1. 17XX seriesREU 2. geo-
RAM/BBGRam 3. RL/RD DACC partition 4.
SuperCPU/SuperRAM Select 1-4 OK.” Wheels
is smart enough to know that | have aCMD
1750XL; the box for number 1 is aready ticked
off. Having no mouse control yet, | pressreturn.

Another menu appears--“-Bootup Settings - 1.
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Reload Extended Kernd 2. Clear RAMdisK parti-
tion table 3. Reset Dashboard environment 4.
Don't ingal RAMdisks 5. Skip any RAMdisk for-
matting Select 1-5 OK.” Because 1, 2, and 3 are
aready ticked off, | pressreturn. The drive spins,
and afind menu appears-- “Use thisinput driver
C1351D YES NO Cancdl.” TheD standsfor a
double-click right mouse button. | push Y for yes.

The drive soins, and I'm findly put on the Dash-
board. At the top is a horizonta bar with the
choices, “whedsfile disk options view directory
SET CLOCK.” Along the left Sdein averticd
column are the active drives, in this case, drive A
(interna 1571 on my C-128D) and drive C
(1581). | didn't turn on the other drivesin thisfirst
test. Because the words are blinking annoyingly, |
firgt click on SET CLOCK. It's atwelve-hour
clock with achoice of am or p.m.. After setting
the clock, | double-click on drive A, WHEELS
MASTER. A window opens up to the right,
showing 8 icons, STARTER, TURBOBOOT,
SYSTEM1, SYSTEM2, Toolbox 64, Dashboard
64, NAMEPLATE, MakeSysDisk.

Along the left Sde of the window isavertica bar,

wheels file disk options wiew  directory

14795 M P

Zk Font
dk Font
Sk Font
4k &4 Input

U £\ C:GECS LIBRARY 757k Free

I CNOE AR AR 1 T subdi
agace | |LBRARY D Ak Subdir
S N Ak Subdir

4k &4 Input

mma | |LiBRaRy_d 1k Subdir Ak B4 Input
;&; Bl | |LBRary S k_Subdir 1 6d Input

Wrhe 1C:LIBRARY —4 4767k Free ut

;ﬁﬁﬁ GEOPAINT W3 29k Applic A0RAEE B0 P ut
i 5& GEOQOPUBLSR 1,506 25k Applic 4025586 1032 0 ata
?ﬁ?:l:l GEQRUBLSR dizk 25k Applic TH2m2 26 8 ata
EarEy GEOLASER [GC) Sk Applic THATMRE TP ata
GEQS | [NewTools2 Sk Desk Acc 4259590 IARP ata
S Marker Ak Desk foc 2750 4420 8 ata
2k Dezk Aoc 2025590 0P ata

:13{ =M Creatapatt
 [OMautoratis

DRamEEA L "PrECTERMES
=

Ak AutoExec 412750 4115 A e

28k Applic
7k Applic

the Fud Gauge, which shows how much room is
left on the disk. Along the right Sde of the window
isaverticd scroll bar; you can dick and hold this
while moving it up or down to see morefiles. |
tried this, the directory was called, and the win-
dow had to redraw the new icons. Not exactly
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smooth, but that is due to the downess of ame-
chanica drive and the 1 mhz. speed of the C-
128D in 64 mode. In addition there are up and
down “gadgets’ on the bar; ingead of moving the
entire bar, you can click on these arrows to scroll
up and down through the directory. Not satisfied
with seeing 8 icons, | click on the resizing gadget
on the bottom of the scroll bar. | hold it down, the
window becomesa*“ghogt,” | move the ghost to
make the window bigger, | release the mouse but-
ton, and the drive spins, the window reappears,
and the icons are redrawn. Now | can see 16
icons, mogtly input drivers. | want abigger win-
dow in adifferent pogtion. | click and hold the top
menu bar, the window “ghosts,” | move the win-
dow to the left and up, and | let go of the mouse
button. The window and icons redraw without
disk access. | resize the window to bring it dl the
way to the bottom of the screen. The drive spins,
and the window and icons are redrawn, showing
20 icons now. Unfortunately, no matter how | try
to resize the window, | can't make it display full
screen; the top menu bar is il there, and approx-
imatdy sx vertica columns are not accessed. If |
were able to use those six columns in awindow, |
would be able to see another fiveicons. | click on
“view” from the top menu bar and choose text
mode. All of the iconsin the window disgppear as
the drive is accessed again, and now text descrip-
tions of the files appear, complete with file type,
file 9ze, and date crested.

| open up drive C, the window of this drive over-
laying the drive A window. Very nice. | can move
thiswindow and resize it, too. If | click anywhere
on what shows of the drive A window, that wir+
dow is brought to front; it becomes active. | can
have both windows showing icons, both showing
text, or one with text and the other with icons.
Very flexible. Drive C at the moment contains
non-GEOS text files. | bring the drive C window
to the front of the Dashboard and double-click on
an emall file. Big mistake. Whedlsresetsitsdf
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back to the C-64 power-up screen with the nasty
message, “ syntax error in 21xxx.”

| reboot Whed's, answer the prompts, and land
back &t the Dashboard. Everything seems
fine...unhurt, but I can't continue using the origind
madter disk. | must make a copy of the master
disk, usng the Wheds utility, MakeSysDisk. I've
had too much excitement for one day. | decideto

try the utility the next day.
WLV
NN

It's another night in front of the C-128D. It's6
p.m., and the Genie network has dropped their
prime-time charges for the day. | fire up the 1581
st asdevice 10, and the 128D. Booting up is
Bobsterm Pro 128, a tried-and-true, 80-column
termina program from 1986. It'sfarly easy to use
after it's been configured, it has alarge, 60k

buffer, and I've usad it from the timewhen | had a
300-baud modem up to my current 2400-baud
modem.

TO BE CONTINUED

Up pops up the Bobsterm main menu. | key inthe
Visdia Sprintnet number for Genie. The faint
sound of the modem interconnect greetsme. |
press the required keys to sgn onto Genie. I'm
orn-line. Nothing of importance in the Genie an-
nouncements. | go sraight to the mail area. |
open the Bobsterm buffer, press 2 on the Genie
mail menu, and download my e-mail. Hmmm,
quite abit today. Sometimes | receive zero or few
messages. Other times | recelve so much that the
Bobsterm buffer is close to overflowing. As usud,
there are the ubiquitous junk e-mail messages from
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get-rich schemersto XXX web gteinvitations.
Too bad that | have to receive everything to the
buffer. Genie doesn't have amethod of deleting
the junk mail while on-line.

Mail received. | hang-up the modem. | go back
to the Bobsterm main menu and open up its editor
to view it. There's amessage from Peter Hanson
in England, a message from Guenther Bauer in
Austria, a message from Myke Carter of the Tulsa
Area Commodore User Group, and the icky junk
mail.

| go back to the previous Bobsterm menu and
push D for dump to disk. O.K., I'll entitleit,
Ae-mail 6/5/98". Yes, it'sasequentid file, number
1 onthe menu. | hear the assuring hum asthefile
is saved to the 1581 disk. Transfer complete.

Back to the main menu. E to exit. I'm back on
the C-128 80-column screen. Timeto run Zed
0.77, the text editor. Four seconds later I'm on
the editing screen. | open up drive 9 and load in
today's e-mail again. A few quick keystrokes us-
ing Control-M (mark), the cursor keys, and
Control-D (delete), and the junk e-mail is gone.
Time to peruse the other e-mail more closdly.
OK., Peter saysthat hell be off-line for awhile
due to high phone billsand that | should forward
al email through Jean Sdter. O.K., Guenther
tells me that he received the Lansing Area Com-
modore Club Expo photos and asks how my arti-
cleiscoming dong. O.K., Myke has someinfo
on the latest things at the TACUG web site.

Being the palite person, | must respond to my
contactsin atimely fashion. In other words, I've
got to write back to them. Using Zed and some-
times quoting passages from therr letters, | writea
letter to each of my cyberspace friends. | exit Zed
and reboot Bobsterm.  With Bobsterm, sending
from the buffer is faster than sending from the disk,
and so0 | load up my reply to Peter into the buffer.
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Back onto Geniel go. Oh-oh, some more e-mail.
Wedl, I'll get it after | send my letters. Push 7 on
the Genie mail menu, write Jean's e-mail address,
write in the subject heading, AFor Peter(), and with
afew more Bobsterm keystrokes, the mail ison its
way. | clear the buffer, load up the next letter, and
send Guenther his. The same goesfor Myke's |&t-
ter. Clearing the buffer again, | open it to down-
load more email | have received. Oh, it'sfrom
the The Internet for C-64/128 Users mail-list. Af-
ter capturing it, | hang-up again. Fortunately,
Bobsterm can append sequentid files. 1 dump the
buffer to disk, usng the same e-mail title from
above. Thefile on disk becomes larger.

Back to Zed | goto read and edit it. Timeis
passing. Good grief! 7:30 and one of my favorite
Hollywood news programs, Entertainment
Tonight, ison. But it's no time to dow down. |
turn on the little 9-inch, black and white, portable
TV above my monitor so that | can watch and
compute & the sametime. Am | multi-tasking like
an Amiga computer, or am | sequentialy-tasking
very fagt, like a Commodore with a SuperCPU 20
mhz. accelerator?

Out of Zed and into Bobsterm | go again. Using
the same Sprintnet number, | log onto Delphi. No
mail waiting for me here. | go into the Com-
modore area. As usud, quite a number of people
arein conference. | list whoisin the chat area
Uh, no one recognize. Tonight'stopic--TGIF.
Oh, just generd tak. Wdll, no time for that now.
| exit that area and head for the Usenet group,
comp.sys.com. O.K., | want to read the mes-
sages going back 1 day. 43 topics with 80 mes-
sages. | pick the topics that are most interesting.
Maybe I'll come across newsthat | could share
with the members a tomorrow's FCUG mest-
ing...maybe ther€ll be an announcement of a soft-
ware enhancement... | capture the good stuff into
the buffer, and 11-15 minutes | ater, I'm off-line

again.
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The disk-of-the-quarter is due tomorrow, and |
have some files ready, but | need more to round
out thedisk. Thistime| boot up the termind pro-
gram, Desterm 3.01 (3.02 came out afew days
|ater). | set my preferences and log onto Genie
again. Unlike the older Bobsterm, Desterm can
access the Internet correctly. | go to Geni€'s In-
ternet Launchpad and launch into the World Wide
Web. | go to Cregtive Micro Designs web Site;
nothing new there. | go to Loadgtar's
gte...likewise nothing. |1 go to the Driven web Ste.
Y es, that demo might be agood one...that utility is
interesting; | download them to disk. | return
back to Genie and go to the Commodore down-
load library. | need fairly new files. Let'ssee...
some educational ones...no, not more math...ah,
yes language atsthistime. That'sit; I'm findly
off-line for the night.

Huh, 10 o'clock, and the DOQ till hasn't been
put together yet? | have to decompress and test
out the newly-downloaded programs. That one
runsdl right. Naaah, that other program islame.
| go over my British public domain disks. That
demo is agreat one to include in the DOQ. Now
that | have agood blend of games, demos, graph-
ics, music, utilities, educational programs, and C-
128 materids, | better sart counting the number of
blocks and bytes for each; aside of a5 1/4" disk
can only hold so much. With a sheet of paper |
outline which program goes on which disk sde. |
make sure to mark the program size.

Oneam.. | gtart to make a DOQ master disk. |
fill up both sdes, and with Menumaker for the C-
64, | creete the opening menu. Then | go into the
BASIC of the crested menu program, modifying
it. 1 then boot up the program, Directory Editor
64 from Loadstar. This program came from
Loadstar #14 or 15; that was years ago. Withit |
can easily move programs around and insert di-
vidersin the directory ligtings. Four am.. Plenty
of time to start making copies of the master disk.
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These are the copies to go to the members.
Thank goodness for Maverick v5, and it's dua
disk drive abilities. Copying goes smoothly. After
making 6 DOQ's, | check the directory of each
disk. Ratsl Some of the disks didn't copy cor-
rectly. Thedisksare so full that the last file on
some of them is corrupted. | validate the bad
disks, and using thefile copier in the cartridge, Su-
per Snapshot v4, | file-copy the missing file onto
each disk. | re-check the disks again to make
sure that everything isthere.

I look up. Sunlight is peeking through the win-
dow. | have just enough time to take a shower,
get dressed, get the coffee materids, gather the
DOQ's and other FCUG materias, and head out
for the club mesting.

I've Got Five Dollars and It's Sat-
urday Night

With no winner in May, the June jackpot was

$10. The first name up was Merle Rowe, followed
by Raph Parrott, who promptly donated the
money back to the club to help pay our rent.
Thanks for your kind offer, Ralph.

In July Norman Wallace stayed home so Jack
Fisette walked away $5 richer. Jack’s a repeat
winner from March.

A Year of Winngrs,

July: Dan Bailey ($10)

August: Chester Sohm (a repeat 1997 winner!)
September: Jack Dickey

October: No drawing because of the picnic.
November: Robert Bernardo

December: Raph Parrott

January: Sandy Dippollet

February: No drawing

March: Jack Fisette

April: Dick Estdl

May: None
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