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HOLIDAY THANKS TO THREE
OLD AND DEAR COMPANIONS

Christmas is here, and as | sit here typing
on my 128, my companion Huffin sits under
me plaving sith the cables, and yes there
have been times when she does manage 1o
pull the plug on the 128, forcing me to say a
fen choice uords %o her, but all in a3} ue
spend a happy time together,

This last summer thanks to another friend |
got a ned computer, a Hac. Hhich someday |
plan to have it online, and maybe ue’l] see
coior graphics shich right nos  can’t gat on
my 1Z28. But | hear uhizspers that a web
brouwser iz in the making. . . hopefully.

But anyumay | hardly use my Hac. The
graphics are great-spectacular—they take
my breath auay. But it's speed frustrates
me, Haiting for it £o open 2 neu file or for
the screen to change. 'm use to the IBH s
ue have at the hospital.

The first time | complained about it's speed,
{ had %o laugh to myself. 8 friend asked me
hou come § sasn’t using the "neu”™ computer,
ang | found myself telling her that it uas
too siou. | laughed at myself. Told myself
houw stupid, and reminded muse¥¥ that the
128 wazs even siouer.

gut it never frustrates me.

Haybe because He have groun accustomed %o
each other. Its like a marriage of sorts.
After 48 years the husband and wife are
accustomed to each other——even bad habits.

50 as 1 type in LOAD“=",8,1 and hit return,
'm thinking of what to snack on. fs soon as
'm done typing | get up and start getting
my snack. I start the popcorn in the
microsave or bring out the bread and
peanut butter. Then | stop, go back into
the office and it's ready. | type in RUH and
hit return and | g& back into the kitchen %o
finish fixing my snack and get & coke. fis |
enter the office, | set the coke doun, put
my sanduich or popcorn on top of the disk
drive and | am ready! The program is Ioaded
and | got my food! These are our bad habits.
iy 128 is slowm and | eat. e have groun to

compensate for each others faulis. Besides
the Hac takes up too much space. The shole
desk. | barely have room to put my coke
dosmni. The 128D has all that "tabletop” room
on top of the disk drive. Hide and flat. The
surface is perfect for my B picnic.
{UARNING: do HOT put vour coke therell
Sanduiches, popcorn, chips, etc. are olay.
But HO cokes! HO liquidst)

But anymay, my preference for my 128, |
thinke has %o do wuith devotion, love, and
groding old together.

it has been 7 or 8 years since Huffin my cat
caught a bluebird or brought home a gopher.
She rather siesp underneath the sago
palms these days.

i can recall when | use to be able fo0 watch an
entire movie on TY or read half a book or
more at one sitting. Hou | find myself naking
uyp an hour or so iater——the movie done
ended or my book fallen on the carpet out
of my hands.

i recall the day | bousht my car. 1982. It
only had 9 miles. Brand neu. Shiny lilke a nen
penny,. MHowu it has 116,080 miles on it. But it
has been there for me——it brought my 128
home in the back from Tews B us in "85 or
£6. I¥ has carried Huffin back and forth
from the vet, and it has taken me sheraver
i wanted to go. Lilke my 128 it has
entertained me and helpad me through good
and bad all these years,

%0, this holiday season, 1 would like to give
thanks for my cat and my car and my
commodore, all which have been here for me
through loneliness, depression, health—good
# bad, and have even helpad me say goodbye
1o family and friends over the years.

i take time out nowm to say thank you %o
them, my 3 friends.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

The sig group for January mas cancelled due
o the Jack of interest. Updates for new
schedules of classes will be discussed. at
the February Heeting.

fiore member participation is urged.
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PRESIDENT ROBERT
RE-ELECTED 1!

Ha-Ha—Hall Rah—Rah—Rahiil! Do the Red Havel
fops, sorry, | got carried away. | thought |
uas at a Bulldog game there for a minute.

fiobert’s
reaction

=  upon hearing
¢ his re—elction
for another
term

Poing the Red Have that is, not the Winning. .
. oops again, must not talk bad about gur
oun Bulldogs, Shame, shame.

finyuay, you have re-elected Robert for
another year. Hhich is very good. fifteralll
voted for him,too. BUT | want vou to know
that Hlin french] only lost by 3 votes. Yes,
you heard right 3 votes. Hmmm, kinda
scary huh? | might have to start acting like
Hilary, this coming year, instead of 81 Gore,
so that 1 uill be disliked, then | mont have to
uorry about being elected. Hamm.

President Robert was out of toun attending
a class for those of you who didnt knowm
because you missed last months meeting,
finynay, | get a call in the first part of the
ueelk from him, and of course, he’s trying to
be real cosl about it. Asks “hou did the
meeting 902" You know, the concerned
President wondering hou his flock did
gwithout him. | wait. And uait some more
before returning his call. About the middle
of the ueek, he calls again. I'm sitting in my
recliner listening o the messages on my
machine, smiling to myself, because he uants
to knou "am | still President or not?” | knen
that sas what he manted to knou in the
first place. { decide to wait. Again. [Yes, my
felion Commodoreans, | have an evil streak
in me. | confess.)

Hot to get off the subiect, but as | uas
typing this out right nou, { realized
something. The sentence “‘my fellow
Commodoreans’, that is a great wuord.
Commodoreans. 1 wonder wuhy Gene
Roddenberry never used it. He uas a genius,

but not a total genius, or he would have
stumbled on it. | mean, can ypu imagine a
Star Trek episode. . .

"Captain, Captain, * shouts Humber 1.

“Yez, Humber 1", ansuers Capt. Picard.

"Hie are approaching Planet Commodore, in
the 64th Galaxy, of the 128th guadrant.”
"Proceed, Humber 1. L+t Harf assemble an
finay Team, and let us prepare to meet uith
the Commodoreans.”

i think it sounds grest. s right up there
s#ith the Kardashians, Kllingons, Farenghis,
and Uolkans.

Too bad Roddenberry lost out on a great
idea.

Oh, mell, now
where Wwas 1?
Hhat sas |
talking aboui?
Oh, yeah, the
election. | look
forsard to
ancther great
and rewarding
year Hith the
club. HAnd § did
congratulate
Robert on his
win, after all
that. COHGRATULATIONS, President Hober£il

DECEMBER-YEAR END MEET

Uell, our meeting was small, | think it uas a
combination of the holiday rush, and it
seems as if shenever President Robert is
not presiding lots of members play hookew.
i 1 wasnt a strong, sel¥ confident kinda gal |
would take offense. But no offense taken.

In fact | like the smaller unstructured type
of meeting. HfAs it is | am aluays nervous
conducting these meetings shen the big guy
isnt around. RActually | think he is kinda
nervous himself leaving me in charge. He
always goes over the agenda wsith me
several times. Then afteruards, when | am
reporting back to him [yes, he does require
a report, must be the teacher in him], |
aluays seem to suatch him sit there and
shake his head at least twice during the
report.

finyuay, the Disk of the Honth uwas demoed
by Ralph Parrott, who is another one of our
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outstanding members who | would like to say

" & big THANK YOU to because he puts up with

all my madnesses and hair brain ideas. He is
aiso our past president, among many other
positions that he has held within our club.

i like %o also thank hiz wsife, Reba, who
graciously puts up with mw many frantic
rhone calls, and frequent visits,

Ralph says he is retired, from his neuspaper
job, and also from the club. [as President)
But | smant you all o knou that he does more
than ten retired persons together.
Especially for the club.

The D.OM for December mas the xzmas disk.
Mhich contains as you guessed xmas music, A
brief description of it can be found
elsemhere in this neusletier.

01d Business--there Was no old business,
that | recall, except of course the election,
Ballots uwere printed up and passed out to
all atiending members. Del Contreras and
Chester Sohm did us the honors of counting
them.

_ This mas an important meeting, you know, as

fimericans We should a1l be used to vwoting.
e should all make time to come and vote
shether it iz a political election or club
election. Or a long amaited recall movement
against that HORRIBLE mavor. For lack of a
better word-—this is a family publication
after all. Oh, sorry, got side tracked again.
Leave the mayor alens, Helen,

fnyuay, | could tell it Mas an important
meeting because Herrie Hudson from Sguam
Valley shoued up! find she doesnt shiow up
too often, except maybe to pay her dues. |
am always glad o see her. She ewen went
and had lunch uith the group of us after
the meeting. Herrie needs help setting up
her printer, and | guess after the snow
melts [ {1 think theres snow up there, only
ice and fog doun here} we need o halp her
rith this.

There uWas alse some information passed
around on tuo people who sere selling
commodore stuff., HNo one said they uere
interested, but if wvou sould ke the
information-name 8 number—just ask me or
Uresident Robert at the next meet or call

—4us. President Robert will be contacting one

of the persons to ask if he mavbe nould be
interested in selling it piece by piece
instead of as a package deal.

Bur ad in the Thrifty Hickel has also been
reneded for thiz month of December, He will
discuss about further renewals, | guess at
our next meeting.

Everyone seemed happy and having no
computer problems since our guestion &
ansuer period sas about 5 seconds long.
Hhich | guess iz good. He have 3 lot of
knowledgeable members in our club, { for one
am grateful to knou. Because us younger
members, [yes, fellos Commodoreans, | am
=till only Z21), need to rely on you for your
knowledge and guidance.

Dick Estel demoed our Disk of the Guarier.
¥You knos | hadnt realized until right now
that Dick also did last month’s demo, on
the Handyscanner, remember? This is why |
try to aluays mention people and say
thanks. Two months in a row. | hadnt
realized this, and he never mentioned it. He
could have told me uhen | asked him, "
already did it last month™, but no, he tald
me "sure, okay”. Thank you Dick, | hope you
had a great Christmas, and | promise not 4o
take you for granted this coming year,

The description of the Disk of the OQuarter
can also be found elseshere in this
neusletter. #s you knom, or dont knowu,
these disks are put together by President
fobert for you. # thank you goes out $o
him also.

Hext me had our raffle, shich Dick conducted
for us. Uhich reminds me | havent updated
the member disk yet, and the meeting iz on
Saturday! Yee, gads, for Christmas all |
santed uas to quit being a procrastinater,
become more organized and get things done
on time! But | guess | was bad thiz vear
because | didnt get these things—Santa
flen right over mw house——laughing, thinking
“zhe wishes. ..” 5o 1 will struggle along for
another year like this.

Varipus prizes sere won from softuare o
harduare by lucky members who had winning
tickels. The 5555 of the month uwas uon by
Ralph Parrott. {didnt he update the member
disk last time, bmmm). Just a thought. Our
very oun Secretary/Treasurer Zella Hallard
was the first to win, so she is the lucky one
1o do the D.O.N. for next month. HAlso, |
aimost forgot [for shame on me)] Zella Mas
re-elected as our Secretary-Treasurer
during the election. CONGRATULATIOHSY Howu
could | forget! Such 3 great job that she
does, and she aiso belongs on our Top Ten
List of members!



4 THE HALFLING-DEC. 1997-JAN. 1998

DECEMBER-YEAR END MEET

S5everal members brought stuff 4o
salli/trade or just give amay. The ¢lub
sishes o thank Ben Briscoe for donating
last months printer that sas raffled off,
and for thiz months donations of an Okimate
28 color printer, interface, minimodem, and
various softuare.

filso, the club voted to give Doug, fone of
our technicians] 2 64 compuier & 1541 drive
for the use of parts.

50, after all this, some coffes @nd donuts
our meeting was adjourned.

EDITORS RAIMBLINGS

First of all, | want 4o =zpologize for this
neusletter being Iate. As you can see it is a
double issue this time, though | didnt realiy
say how often it sould be published | had
hoped it to be on & monthly basis. There
=till might be hope, but not this month,
since the January meeting is just a feu days
amay.

{ have no wvalid reason, except the
usual--procrastination and not making good
use of free time. find a fewm personal
upheavels along the way.

But its like what the Horton 5alt box
says——shen it rains it pours. Hot only it
being the holidays when Me are all extra
busy, | had a feu little upheavels like |
mentioned earlier,

fifter about 15 wears of being single and
lving alone [my daughter married in “81 and
moved out], | find myself being aunt/mother
again. Over the holidays | received custody
of tuo teenage nieces, for hou long, who

knoums. S0 my routine is 2 mess. Adjusting

1o Jiving with tuHo other people in the house |
am finding is tenseful, for a person like me,
whe enioys solitude and quiet times,

Besides | was used to sharing my house with
a cat 8 a goldfish only. On top of all this,
my car broke doun {the alternator], so | had
to deal with that, after all, | needed it by
Saturday, to toie our equipment to the
meeting. The awful part was that it decided
to break down outside my doctors office,
shen | mas running a temperature of 183.1
degrees. {HEMSFLASH: our compiftérs dont
have the degree symbol — come to think

ofit——does any computer have a degres
sumboi?]

Enocught sniveling, here | am FIHALLY morking
oni our neuwsietter, though { am still sick
from the bronchitis,

L0 like | mentioned earlier thiz will be a
double issue. | will try not to confuse you
s#ith the updates & minutes, since a jot of
this Mill be about tuo mestings instead of
one. Hopefully by next menth +this
neusletier will be back to normzal | hope |
siill be back to normall

DISK OF THE MONTH

~-~DECEMBER CHRISTMAS MUSIC--

Lide 1
1. Tsuisted Christmas = varisus Christmas
zongs with graphics
2. Popples = a childrens christmas
adventure uith graphics and songs and
s#ords, a couple of games alse

Sde 2
i Zmas HAlbbum = christmas music uith
araphics

fne of my favorite is Here Comes Santa
Claus and watching Hr. and Mrs. Claus dance
1o the tune. Listening to these disks made
me want to do xmas a¥l over. | thought "can
#e 4o xmas over again?” | myself had a
lousy one——home alone—~sick in bed. Yoo bad
life isnt like & UCR sthere Me can push the
reygind button shenever we want or fast
forward for those not too memorable
moments in Jife. Oh, uell baclk to the DONHS,

Huggy = Childrens story

DISK OF THE MONTH (2)

----- MORE CHREISTMAS MUSIC-————
Side 1

1. Jingle tunes = holiday rhymes, tunes 8
graphics

Side 2

i. Holiday Greetings = male a holiday card
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There «ill be 3 GEGS 5ig Group meeting on
February 7%th right after the regular
meeting. Hhich will probably be about 1 pam.
at my house. For those of you interested it
#ill be announced a2g9ain during the meeting,

and | will pr' ma'hou a
here.

Before +the holidays He wuere learning
Geowrite, but I'm not sure what part of
zeos wWe #Hill be learning this time. | asked
one of the Ces Professors and they are
eing mysterious about it. Hmomm. ..

JANUARY MEET NEWS

Hell, uhaf can | tell you about this
meeting??? Presidente Robert was hers,
but not Dicld

There uas no old business to report on. s
usually that uway, you knou. 1§ wonder if it
has to do with no one remembering if there
was any business carried over from the
previous meeting. | know | am the unofficial
note taker, but as note takers go ! do get
distracted from time to time,

The new business umas that Dick mas not
here. That is to attend the meeting but he
did stop by before it to drop off a bunch of
stuff for various people.

filso, wue didn’t have a Disk of the Month
demo this time because of scheduling prob-
lems so that demo will be done during our
wt meeting wmhich will be February 7, by
_<Na. Instead President Robert re-demoed
the Hinter Quarter disk again more
intensely. The one wjth all the Hay files on
it. He gets all of this stuff from the
internet. You realize hou some people are

hooked on soap operas, or footbhall games
he is hooked online.

Lomeone informed the group that Loadstar
128 uill cease publication with issue #46,
bont panic! That iz just the 128 version,
the 64 version Mill continue.

During our Question & Answer period there
uas just one by Ralph who is locking for a
printer driver for a Gemini 18 to work on
Geos. 50 if anyone knows or has one give
Ralph a call. 'm not sure ¥ he is still
looking for one as of this week because ole
Ralph went and got himsel¥ a brand neum
Bubblejet printer. Hmmm. |, myself am
jealous. It sure makes Geos look real good.
finly drauback so far is that it runs out of
ink fast., But anyxay you might just give him
& ¢all or corner him at our next meeting,
because he might siill need it because he
has more than one system hooked up.

fur raffle didnt go very smooth due to Dick
forgetting to drop off the raffle tickets
before leaving. But | guess Me can excuse
one little mistake from him from time to
time. 50 we used scraps of paper sith the
numbers urittten on them, and still had our
raffle. Raffle prizes were as usual various
types of spftuare & some hardware. Sandy
won the minimodem, and Bill Gilbert got the
Cardco interface. Dell, Ralph and myself us
were all generous encugh to give pur prizes
4o Hattheu, Les Crites grandson, who has
just starting out on his computer, and as
far as | knou is the youngest Commodorean.

The $55% of the month went to Sandy
Dippollet, due to Silviano & Betty Vasquez
not being present. Shame, shame, you tuo
lost out on some money. But congratul-
fions to Sandy!

fifter all these strenuous and mind-boggling
activities, ue decided to take a break. Hy
favorite part of the meeting. Not to say
that | dent enjoy the HHOLE meeting. In fact
i dont think | have missed a single one since
joining. 1§ think that was about 3 years ago
no#. In school, my favorite part Has recess
also. But during break is shen everyone can
chit—chat with each other, brouse through
neusletters, magazines, the library disks 8
put in orders, and usually various softuare
& harduare for sale or trade. fAnd there is
always coffee, tes chocolate and DONUTS?

The Demo of the NHonth uas done by Robert.
He brought in the Ugice Hessenger for the
64, tg shou becausg he really coyldnt demo
it too good because he said he needed a 13"
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TV, sei. 1| belisve he uill be continuing this
demo at our next mesting, becauss § offered
40 bring in my Jittle 13" t.v. for him to use.
But he did demo the Upice Master, a spesech
and music processor, shich plugs into the
ioystick port, and comes with a headset and
microphone. It kinda like a voice recognition
thing that OTHER computers have (I dont
uant to mention no names). 'm not exactiy
sure. I'm researching this. | put in 2 call o
Robert to get a il more info on it toput in
here for you. But it is already & p.m. and he
hasnt called back. Haybe he had a meeting
after schosl, but more likely he got home
from school, HBD %o check his e—mail [online
junkie, remember), and then he uill return
my c€all. So-o-o, shen he does | will let you
know more about this gadget of his. He also
brought in a Digimaster shich, he informs me
capiures sounds and saves them and then
plays them back under 8 bits.

from our Thrifiy #d advertisement ke got
tue £alls. One person has a full set of Bible
disks, | guess its the whole Bible, and they
are wiling o give it asay free 1o anyone
sho may sant it

The other call sas from someone in Tulare
whe is lopking for anw Indianz Jones games.
Robert has more info on these two people
50 ¥ ypu mant the Bible set or have any
indiana Jones games you may no jonger sant
or need, ask Robert for the information .

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING

The board meeting is usually held, shen one
iz needed, right after our regular meeting,
and it is open to all members whoe would Jike
%o seat in and listen.

Tuwo new members were added——5andy
Dippoliet, uho i= one of our past Presidents,
and past Interface Editor, among alot of
pther duties. Like taking care of and
updating our mailing Jist. The other new
member is Ralph Parrott, who also is one of
our past Presidents, and is a regular
coniributer o the Interface, and also deals
uith programs.

The board also wmill decide the next time it
convenes as to swshether Yo continue our
Theifty fid and Fresng Bes adveriifements. |
myself feel that there is a need %o look at

another means of spreading the word to the
general public that we are still here. | have
been lax in spreading around our fiyers the
last couple months but | uill malke an effort
10 put them out this suesk or next. Plus |
uill print more sut for anvone in the club
that ssould like to take some to pass out.

filsp, Ralph is printing up more labels that
ue use to stick on Commodore harduware sue
encounter in vard sales or thrift stores. |
do anymay. s just a 1 sticker that says
something %o the effact "need computer
help? call . .. " and a phone number is listed,
This way whoeaver happens to buy it will have
our ciub number for help.

it uas also discussed that someone was to
check with the local Chamber of Commerce
for a list of organizations and clubs and see
if gur club is listed and if not, how e can go
about getting ourseives listed.

il this will probably be discussed at our
next meeting under nes business or we il
have another board meeting after the
regular one.

TIDBITS AND GOODIES

HMEMBER ALERTY # 2 Dick has donated a box
of disks of other clubs D.O.M.‘S he thinks
uould be 7 good idea for someone To
volunteer and brouse through these, and
select programs se can use for fulure
B5.0.1.5 of our oun.

# ZLATE BREAKING NEWS® #
EXTRAN EXTRAN EXTRAN

i have been given privileged information as
of five minutes ago, and like the trusty 8
faithful nexs reporter that | am { ran all
the way back to my computer o relate
these late breaking neus o a1l of you. . .
DICK ESTEL is not guitting as Editor of the
interface in AugustM i repeatis not

quitttingGPREAT HEWSH

flany Thanks o our contributors: Helen
Silvas, Editor

FCUG, {she without vou this newsletter sould
not be possible.

BISCLAIMER: The club, its officers, members
and authors are not responsible for the
accurarcy of the contents of the Halfling or
the regsults of actions based on ils
contents,



