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The

R Editor's|
Godzilla |

-by Lenard K. Eoach

The final stages for us to
depart for the CommVEBx are falling
into place. We bad a siruggile
getting together the fival four
projects to make the trip completa:
Hotel, product, financems, and
transportation. This is a littile
etory on how all of thess hurdles
were met and subsequently

conquered.
Firet let'es look at
transportation. 1 have been told

many tises that the cheapest route
to go was to fly from Kansas City
to Las Vegae International and then
take a rented vebhicle to the
convention, bui when you are
carrying twenty books, Commodore
hardware and software, luggage, and
youreelf, thie be=comes quite an
expense. It was suggested to me
that 1 sbip all these ltemm to the
hotel I was going to stay at via
UPS and then bhave the hotel keep
tham until | get there, then 8bip
ther back homs the =mame way after
the show. Bven with gas prices
nearing $4/gallon we decided the
bamst way to go was tp drive down
[-7® through the Rockies again and
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make 1-15 in Utah and go into Lae
Vegas from there. The new problem
was finding a reliable car for the
trip. The '97 Plymouth Heon just
had the head gasket replaced and a
check up, v it was ready to go,
but Gabriel in bhis cautiousness
falt that was not enough. &Sincs he
got himmelf a 2011 Nint Cooper
racently, he bas volunteered for us

to travel in it;, thus saving us any
travel esmbarasmammnt of a vehicle

overhaating or breaking down in
some other fashion., Hurdle One:
Ccongquerad.

Faxt cames hotel, The search
for hotel fell under God'e
providence as we did what reesarch
wa could for the time we had free
to find the bemt deal. It wasa'fg
until recently when I heard an
advertisement op the radic that
Hotels.com was having a 48 hour
aale —— 5¢% off all hotel
regervations no matter what bhotel
you chose. That evening 1 logged
into the wabsite and found the El
Cortez Hotel again and discovered

they were also running a epecial --

2 nights stay for the price of 1,
and with the room price of 229% per
person there was no way we could
pass this up. [ quickly click the
BOCK EHOV button, entered the coredit
card informmtion and datee we would
stay, and I was done. VWVith room,
taxes, and Hotelas.com'e fees |
spent only a little of 865 for a
two night stay in Las Vegam. All
in all, a great set up. Hurdle
Twpo: Conguersd.

How we move on to product,.
Going to CommVBx am just an
pbserver  would have baen fun, but
1t is even more fun when you are a
vendor: dealing with the public,
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moking sales, and getting the
chence to speak once in a while
about the wares you are peddling.
I don't write booke and programs
much anymore just to have them ait
on & whelf or in a disk file box
and say to myeelf, "Gee, what a
good boy am [." My teacher back in
children's book writing clase has
always said that sverything a
writer writes ashould be seen as if
it wam good enough for publication.
This worke well with the material 1
put into print, but what about the
material 1 put on disk to uvee am a
program? 8o far I have been the
only one monopolizing on what I
hbave dons s0 I will be using
CommVBx as my launching pad for the
beginning of some software sales.
Those on the purchasing block will
be: TEBA 4 2, the snveloping
writing progam; Check It Out vl1.5,
the upgraded check writing program;
CheckNate, the Check it Out
companion program that saves Cheok
it Out data to oither a 5.35 or 3.5
digk, The Ledger, a program that
allows the user to keep track of
bills on a month to month bamis;
and Noney Manager, a program
written by Rex Day for RUN magazins
that I made useful with Y2K
updatea. Actually, MNoney Manager
will be a freebie, gince I don't
aown the work, to anyone who aske
and ! am hoping to bave Tha Ledger
up to eselling par befoure the
convention. Right now the product
is still in alpba testing etages
and 1 still ‘have to send it out for
bata testing. MNore thap likely
what | will do is offer the work
for bata test at the CommVEx and
let the visitors give me the pros
and cone and make adjustmentm when
I get home, then [ will offer the
progran for sale nt the 2012
convention.

Let's not forget the bnnkl
The long awaitad launch of
Run/Btop-Restora: 10th Anniversary
Bdition will be done at the 2011
ConmVEx. I will be bringing about
2@ copies with me, most of them
will be aoft bound for easier
traneport, but there might be a
hardbound copy or two in the mix.
The copies can be ordered off of
Amazon. com for those not wiehing to
wailt until ComVEx for 89.99

softbound, but 1. am hi;iﬁg a

special for CommVBx attendses:
$7.25 for softbound and 812.69 for
hardbound, but OHLY if you attend
the convention. Please be eure to
boave me autograph your book before
you leawe the convention Bunday.

At first 1 was not going to
have the book #ince for some reason
the publisher never sent me any
copies, S0 when | comtacted book
dales, they told me {f wae golag fto
bea 2522.76 for 59 coples of the
book for me. VWhen I told him that
was ridiculous since I wrote the
book, he miraculously showad up
with 390 free copies for me to be
delivered to my dooretep by the end
of June. It's amazing what one can
accomplish by just by letting
people knaw where you stand.

Hurdle Three: Congquerad.

Lastly came financea. Even
with all the above completed we
still need money for fuel, eating,
souvenjers, and a little gambling.
This was going to be hard to find
with all my incomme going out to
bills, especlally when it comes to
the summer with cooliag cosete beling
50 bigh in tha Midweet., Again,
God's providence showad. It game
about that some stioree at my eecond
job were loocking for fill in help
with people leaving for home from
college or employees golng on
vacation, ao I got to atep up to
the challenge and actually got my
income to go up. Vith the overtims
| have gathsred | gained an extra
£100 to 8150 per paycheck for the
mhnths of Nay and June, and with
July having three paydays in it due
to the way the weelks fall, 1 should
have extra money for the trip, so
it lovks like that all will be set
up on that end. Hurdle Four:
Conquered.

Juat because these items have
bean taken care of doesn’'t mesan the
Koach Hotel is in the clear for
taheoff to Las. Vegam in July. We
8til] need to find somesone to watch
the house, feed the cata and fish,
and clean gut the litter once or
twice while werae gone:. 1 know a
simple bulletin board ad at the
church with a 350 payment plan
should attrect msome good help for
such & simple task,

Ve hope to meet a lot of new
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renew some acqualitances we bhave
made in our last viait, Ve also
hope to make this a ysarly event
unlese circumstances otherwise
apply so look for a very fat Kansan
riding shotgun in a pepperwhite
29011 MNini Cooper. 1 will =ee you
at the convention.

Easy Flash
For The
B4

~by Robert Bermards

OUn Nay 12 | received an
BaayFlash cartridge from Mike Betz
of Antelope, California. He's
building thews carte and selling
them on sBay for $35 plua 85+ in
shipping plus malea tax for thoee
who live in California. Arriving a
iew days after placing my order,
the cart camm is a small, padded
mailing bag with just about $1.34
in postage, not even cloee to the
$5+ charged for wshipping. Ko other
materiales (like instructions) came
with the cartridge.

BasyFlamh ie a C64 vartridge
in which you can eave various,
downloaded cartridge images and
programs and then use without the
need of a disk drive or cassette
drive. The certridge casing is
s0lid to the touch, blue in golor,
has a nice label, and has an LED, a
slideaswitch that selects normal or
flash mode, and a resset pushbutton.
The caming i» emboased with the
nams of its Oerman manufacturer,
The holes in the casing for the
switches and the LBD loock to be
hand-drilled or cut open with an
Exacto knife. After removal of the
center screw, the casing comes
apart fairly eaaily, expoaing its
board with all the componenta
taking up nearly all of the board

gpace. The components all ssemad to
e wall-sopldered ontes the board.
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At the May FCUG meeting, |
brought the EasyPlash and as many
instructions as 1 could print from
the inventors’ webaits at:

http: //skoe.de/vanyf lash/

Ve plugged it into the club'e
flat C128. Upon power—up, there (s
an BesyFlash title screen with a
little bit of animstion. A nice
touch! Then it presents you with a
menu 0f what there is on the
cartridge. To go up and down the
menu, you can use the oursor keys,
a joystick, or the F keys. To our
surprise, there were a number of
game titlem already on the cart —-
no need to immediately leara how to
flash 2 new cartridge image into
it. Ve tried a few gamss. Several
of them prﬂmuntud just a blus

Tacréen, no cursor, no other

activity. I attributed that to the
games being PAL versions, and we

ware using an FT8C Commodore. Some
games ran just fine, like Frogger.

I have not yet tried to flash
a game into the cartridge. To flash
a gams with the use of a C64, you
download the program, EBaeyFProg,
from the above webmite, and thsp
run the program. The mite adviewe
that you should have a large
devica, like the FD-2000 diek drive
or a uIBC card drive, in order to
hold large cartridge images, When I
followad the site'm linke to where
the images ware, [ was presented
Google pages from which to grab the
images; the problew was that Guogle
had hundreds of hits, and you'd
have to look through every one ao
that you could get the image you
wanted.

All=in-all, it seemn that
EasyFlash is a modern veraion of
the venerable Quick Brown Box
cartridge, except that EasyFlash
has much more memory in which ¢o
store images and programes.

- CommVex
Juy 2224
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Monthly Meeting
Report

~ by Dick Ewtel

-by Eﬂbeéiwﬁurnnrda and Dick Estel
Nay 2011

To add excitement to this
month's mmeting, Dick ordered a
alde of hot wings for all to share.
After eating his sandwich, bBrad
Strait was too full to have any.
Robert Bernardop found theam a bit
hotter than he prefers but managed
to sat a couple anyway. Dick ate
one and took home the leftovera.

Under leftover bhusinese,
Robert provided an update on

ComuVex prizes, which will include
ap Amiga A2000 Video Toaater

system. All prizes currently
planned, as well as lots of other
information, can be seen at

http: 7//www. portcommddore., COn/ CONRVE
X.

Robert had-been given the
opportunity to share in a bonanza
nf Commodore egquipment; the ownars
vf a large storage warcehouse in the
San Francieco Bay Area were
clearing out the bullding, and
everything was free. Robert brought
home a cguple of Pet 2001's,. = 2031
drive and other odde and enda. He
also took pictures inside the
building, and we hope to bhave a
couple on the club website in the
near future.

Once lunch was over, Robert
passed around the EamyFlash
cartridge, which allows the capture
of programs from the lnternet. They
can then be run directly from the
cartridge, which was developed in
29019¢. The cartridge came
pra-loaded with several games, but
some of them would not runm,
poesibly due their being PAL
Buropean goames inatead of NT8C
North American games.

Ve aluc cpened up the two
Pat'e, finding a few interesting
and unaxpected things lamide. Cne
0f the machines was outfitted with
a Ervlies 232K ram expansion bnard
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-but also had a number of loose

wiree inside, and it did not rung
the other blue—-labualed one worked
stubbornly, i.e., .1t took several
power off and on's for it to shaw a
screen and even when 1t did that,
the return key did not reepond well
to any keypress. It also showed
lees than 4K of memory rather than

the usual BK of a Pet 2001. Inmide
there were strange, white,
half-height chips in four of the
sockeis.

Nurphy was also present,
causing the club'ae Cl26 to loee its
(8¢ smection bmlfwey through the
meeting, and causing the umpteenth
postponement of the unofficial
Loadstar #2590 and the DotBasmic+t
presentations. DotBaeic+t
documentation came on a CD-RON, and
we used Robert's Nac Powerbook to
read that CD. The Cl3é will bs
replacaed for the next meeting, and
the broken Ci28 will wmventually go
to Ray Carlsen for repair.

June 2@11i

The June mesiing was attended
by a very @salect iew, namely Robert
and Dick.

Robert reported that he hae .
started ordering parts for the JUX
$540¢ audio digitizer. This involves
very caraful attention toc exact
parte numbers, @Since an error in
one digit would result in the wrong
parts being delivered. Robert
expects to show a production model
at CommVEx in July. You can learn
more about this event at
http: 7~ www. portcommodore. com/ commve
X.

creation of this device ie
further complicated by rules in
Eurppe that require such hardware
to be "RoHS-compliant”, meaning it
can contain no lead or other
poisonous metals.

¥e looked at a package donated
by former Loadstar editor Fender
Tucker, which includes the Loadstarx
Compleat CD-RON, a Loadstar
catalog, and 24 covers from the
days whan the disk was distributed
on newsstands in a shrink-wrapped
package including a cardboard
backing, the disk, and the cover.
Four aets of six coverm each will
be included ams door prizes at
ComeVEx, as will the CD and
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‘catalog. Robart went on—line with
hi®s s=chool ¥indows laptop to
instantly add these to the list of
prizes.

For the demonstration pert of
the program, we looked at Robert's
Turbomaster CPU, a 4 MHz.
accelerator for the C84, developed
in the early 16908 by Schnedler
Byastems. WVe also reviewed an leasue
oI the Loadetaer 128 disk magazine,
which included & database of
information on the Star Trek seriea
and several gf ites later spin—offe.
Those who know Robert are aware
that he ims a true, clasaic Btar
Trek fenatic, while Dick prefers
the Next Generation seriee (but
appreciates many of the original
ser ies ewpisodes also).

Eobert alao sntertained um
during lunch with the challenge of
meeting the reguests of a Commodore
user who wanted to buy a C64. Ve
have lotm of these, and it's
usually a simple matter to pull one
from one of Robeart’'s storage
facilitiew. However, this person
wanted 2 completes C864 package, with
every ltem present including
manuals, in the original box, with
the serial number on the box
matching the number on the machine,

Although we both agreed that-
Commodore did not display-the -
saerial pumber on the cdrtons,
Robert was able to meet the reet ol
this requeat, as well as providing
two additional C6d4e and a 1541
drive with the =same requirements.

Dick's brand new C64 purchased
at Sears in 1587 included the GEOS
program. Fortunately, in the cass
of the above-msautionaed usmer, ERobert
is not selling later C84s which
include that GEOS 1.8 disk; finding
those disks would be more difficult
to do. Please don't ask us to
repeat this service agaip — it's
pretty close to impossible to
provide every single item that you
would have received buying a CO4
new for $399® or more in 1984, and
far too much work for the amount we
are charging.

Last meeting Robert reported
on his acquisition 0of a numbar of
items that were being gliven away at
a Bay Area warebousae. Robert's full
report on this event is on line at
http: //www. commodore128. org/index. p
hp?topic=3897. meglol88#megl0365. 1f
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you create a fres acoount, you camn
alao view his photos. There are
al=c a couple of photos at

http: //retro-link. blogepot.con

| ' 5 PET |
| Collection Disbursed |

-by Kobert bernardo

o Hay £, Larry Anderson
iniormed all on the Usenset gIroup,
comp.sys.cbm, that there was a
vraigslist ad which saild there was
going to be a East bay araea
glveaway of PEI computers... 1ree!
in that ad, it was stated tChat |
therae were (49%, PEl®, and’ gore! All
that “gou hath to do wad send an
e-mail, and.then you would be given
the address and. the number in line
which you needed to eunter the
location., Un Hay 7, | drove the
bhours to get tou the locale in
albany, valifornia. DbPelow ia my
initiai report, ment out on
comp. 8ys. cbom/

I just got back from Albany a
iew houre ago. Vow! | was amazed
at seeing over l4e+ PETe and more
stored in a dusty warshouse-type
building, | met several iellow
Commodorianas, like Nike Naberezny
and Bric 8mith, and plugged San
Jose's The Other Group of Amigoids,
oatensibly an Amiga club but also
with a deesp interest in Commodore
8=-bit computers and othere. During
the preview time, we were allowed
to roam around tha warehouse and
look and poke at the goods. | had
never seen a0 many [FBTe® in one
place before, other than the
massive Bob Kadylo collection in
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. >bSomeons
said that there was a [eacher's PEI
in the batch, but |, didn't msee 1t.
also the KHSD drive that was
suppogsed to be there wae really a
different dual-drive umnit.

I wam giddy with excitemant,
taking photos ovi the many PETe
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floor, and 1 talked inceassantly to
my newiound friends there and to
Alan Nishioka, the person who bad
cpened up the warebhoume to us.

The back story - dlan had
worked for the owner of Albany
Hicrocomputers, but wher the owner
and then his wife died, 1t wam time
to clear the building. Albany
Nigrocomputere had repaired and
maintained FPET computers for all
the school districte in the San
Frapnciasco area which used PETe., In

.paripharulﬂ were marked R.U. 3.0,

which Nike surmised was the
Richmond Unified Echool Dietrict.
1 spotted one PRT 2001 with the
Univereity of California teg on 1€
{probably from U.C. Berkeley’.

Soon, the previaw time that
had startad et 12:3¢ p.m. was ovar,
and we plled outeide to wailt until
our names werae called in order. éas
soOn as each name waa announced,
that person rushed inside to selze
an armload or cartload of goods.

Ny name was finally announgsed, and
I had previously scouted oul a pair
of 2031 disk drives... but which
one? The 2031 or the 2@31LPY Ny
friends said that thers was no
difference really. [ picked up the
2031. 1 also picked up a PET 200l
with blue labela. And by picked
up, | mean picked up, because i bhad
not brought a cart. VvWhat a ton
those machines weighed, stacked in
my arms!

After sach pereon took a load
of goode, he/she would be permitted
to reenter and take more. [here
wae just 80 much! I waen't planning
to get more, until Nike noticed
anpother PET 2001 had a Skylea ram
expander hanging off the side of
one. 0.XK., |l grabbed that one.

Feople were grabbing 2001s,
4016e, 4032s (I didn't really
notice any 80328 but see bealow?,
and there were =mtill more machines
to go, some of them inaccessible
unless much metal shelving was
pushed asmides or unless you had a
very tall ladder to get to then.
They took spare boards, spare
cables, manumls, booke, 4049 and
80598 drives, and cassette drives...

Nike and others obtailned
dozens and dozens of PET progran

cassaettes, pronising that they
would get the software on-line.
Vith just a bit of C64 materials
there, | grabbed an educational Cb64
package and a printer interface,
foregoiong a VIC~1541 drive.
Originally, because [ already hed
many items, [ wasn't really to pick
up much, buv then | couldn't pass
up the BASIC 4.© manuals which
originally came with the PRETs or a
beige cessette drive or a PET drive
cable and printer cable. Finally,
I grabbed a heavy box of EO®
Commodore— labaeled plastic bage with
the name of different computer

store printed at the bottom. |
reasgned that these could be given
away at the July 23-24 Commodore
Vegas Bxpo. At the last moment, I
saw an original 8032 packing box,
but 1 let that go to another pearson
who needed it for shipping... what
else?... an 8032. 1 had to be
satisfied with a photograph of it.

Emerging from the warehousse,
wa were dirty with the years of
dust which had covered the
machines, but happy with our loot,
It bhad been organized chaos, but |
think most everybody got what they
wanted., There was so much that
time and time again, 1 heard,
"Here, you have it,” or "It's right
over thera. I[’'ll show you.,” Yws,
people were good-patured and
generous, not greedy in obtaining
the goods. And there was etill
more in the warehouse! Dozens and
dozens of PETs stil]l remained!
Mike and the others convinced Alan
not to lmmediately trash remaining
PETs; however, the several IBN PCs
were going bye—bye. There ware a
few oddball computers there, names
of which | bad never heard, and
those ware taken by thome who had
an interest in the historic nature
0f themnm.

It was now after 2 p.m.. I
wanted to stay longer, but i had to
Iight the horremdous North Bay
traffic and return to the valley to
treat my father and mother to
dinner. Nost people had lefit, and
the few who remainad were packing
their cars or trucke. 1 loaded my
computer treasuress into the car.
Then I thanked Alan and maid
good~bye to my Iriends.



