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Editor's

~-by Lenard R. ERoach

Sitting in the office chair
work one cool Ochober evening, 1
was pecking away at my iFhone when
suddenly 1 realized how much we
have been "forced”, as it were,
away from our beloved Commodore
computer in order o siay ahead or
competitive with the current
market, Let!'s take me, for
example: here 1 am, writing an
articie for the Interface, arnd I an
doing it on an iPhone which ie in
no way related tTo the Commodore at
ail, except for the fact that ithey
are both machines. When I finish
this article, I will send it to my
email {(anpther nonp—Commodore iteml,
download it to 2 3.5 inch fioppy in
¥S-DOS mode <do you see g Commpdore
yet?r, then finally use Big Biue
Reader to transpose the work into
Commodore GeoW¥Write 2.1 {(there it
isi ;

Do you see whai is bhappening?
Nachines there were creaited in ihe
past are now used to do those Lasks
of the lowest order, oOr wWorse,
cannibalized for parts or valuable
setals that can be sold the local

scrap yvyard. Here in Kansas City,
there is & large cell phone service
provider that has a2 once a year
coliection throughouf the
communities wherein, for free, a
person can dispose of their old
computers, software, and
peripherals. People come in droves
on the designated day bringing
station wagons, pick up trucks, and
trailers full of old computer
equipment Lo be recyclied. This
event lasts a2ll day and when it is
over, people have to be iurnad away
because they are still coming in.
I have never gone to an event
pecause i don’it have the time, bui
one can only wonder what goes into
those dumpsters at the complex.
Thinking about all this makes
me appreciate the men and women of
Zimt century Comeodore who ara
making strong strides in our
beloved machine %o get it more
compatible with today’s standards.
i know that in the past 1 have
beriled the Commodore universe for
not being cost effective in their
efforts to become more compatible
with today's machines, but now 1

see that such eiforts cannot be
cheap, unliess one does noit mind
shoddy workmanship, and Commedore
users are noh ones fta seftile for
same; memory has to be upgraded,
software has to be made compaitible,
and processor speeds must be
enhanced, just to name a few things
that need o be afftecisd. To
those who are more hard nogsed than
me in Commodore, these things are
Those like them, are woritn more o
them Than mere money. The very
iife of Commndore is at starxe, and
many wiil be gamned if they will
allow a few technological advances




in the compuier world stop them
from making the Commodore the best
on the market.

One of the things 1 was proud
of when it came to the publication
of Runs/Stop-Restore was the fact
that it was done completely on 2
Commodore computer and printed on 2
Commodore based dob metrix printer.
i was hoping Lo make it the big
selling point of the pook, and nou
on just mere content alone. = But,
like and idiot, 1 knew 1ittle about
marketing and sales and wes hoping
that the Commodore community wonld
help from +the clubs, SO naturally
the book was a Ilop. Serioualy, 1Z
copies in 1@ yeara? Yeab, flop.
Now, with 2 better grip on sples
that 1 have learned from various
jobs 1 have worked, 1 believe 1 can
4o better, and make & bigger
impact.

But when it came to
Run/Stop-Restore: 10th Anniversary
Edition, ! had to abandon the
Commpodore format and use the
competition’s ¥ord program and the
Internet to make my book. 1 also
had to come up with $3,000 cash o
make it all possible. Do you know
that tbhe publishers of
Run/Stop-Restore: 1@th Anniversary
Edition are still pestering me 1o
join this program or buy that
package even when they know the
book is a failure just to mushard
more mopey out of me? How rude!

Oh, but the stepping away from
commodore doesn’t stop there, ob
no! With my 3rd book, Skiis for
2pd Hand Puppets Volume 1: The 1@
Commandnents, 1 had to convert my
Commodore files into Word files,
then from Word to .PDF format.
¥ith subsequent books afifer that,

they all were done on the iPod
Touch and converted to Vord, then
converted to .PDF and not once did
2 Commodore touch the process.
This is what I have been prought
down to. May the Commodore clubs
of the world take pity on mel

8o, some in the Commodore
community has asked us users, ''¥hat
can we develop for you?” Wy
request is a piece of either
hardware or software that will take
s Commodore work processing
document apd conpvert it imte a2

usable ,PDF file that will

interface comiortably with Adobe
Acrobat, preferably a Geo¥Write
document. 1’'m sure this faculity
exists, but 1 bave yet to find 1i%.
i know 1 can use ¥rong ls Write and
convert the document into a Vord
document, but then it loses its
Commodore flavor. 1 am looking for
a direct-to—.FPDF converter that
will retain the fonts used by
Geowrite and make the print more
Commodore. My friend and web
master, Tim {who some of you met at
the last CommVEx), converted the
original Run/Stop Restore into . PDF
using a2 scanner and some PC
software, and it turned out good.

i1 am lLooking for something that
won’t require so much PC activiiy.
1f something like this does exist
for Commodore, then free free to
write me in care of this
newsletier,

i know this is short article
from me Lhis issue, buk 1 have hat
in my bhand and asking that I be
forgiven of my shortsightedness in
to what exactly ithe men and women
of 21ist century Commodore are
doing. -

Sext issue: Christmas!

Morthly Meeting
Report

September Meeting Botes
-by Robert Bernardo

Tresurer Dick Estel was absent
as was member Brad Strait, Dick was
travelling througbout the Vest and
Brad was caring for a new family
member. 1 myself barely made it to
the meeting, having %o contend with
my car's left front tire, which bhad
lost air pressure overnight. ¥ith
my Coleman alr compressor, 1 pumped
the tire back up, saw that it vwas
holding air, left for the neeting,
and only arrived 1@ minutes late.

Member Louis and son Vincent H.



were waiting for me when 1 arriven
at Bobby Salazar's Hexican
Restaurant., 1 apologized for my
tardiness, but they didn't mind.

Piece by pilece, 1 unloaded the
Commodore hardware out of my car
and into the restaurant, Louis and
Vincent belpling and member Roger
V.P. belping also when he showed up
a few minutes later. 1 took an air
pressure reading off the leaking
car tire, and it seemed to be
holding air. With my mind at ease,
i went back into the restauvarnt to

‘get down to business.

As usual, it took a while te
set up all of the equipment, but %
once done, we were able to sit down -
and order lunch. While walting for
the food to arrive, we started with
old business —— talk abeouf the
Commodore Vegas Expo for nexit year
—— and new business —— our October
“picnic’” lunch.

The meeting went along fairly
efficiently. Though we ran out of
time to try out SuperCPU games and
ptilities at
http:f!members.cptusnet‘cam.aufgpac
etaxif4/index2htm and the new Cl28
slideshow, VYDC Mode Mania, found at
http:/fcsdb.dk/rele&se/?id=11@966,
we did bhave plenty of time to look
over the rare, German—built VC1026
expander for the VIC—28, a PAL C64C
shipped from the Czech Republic,
and a Drean C64C from Argentina.
Everyone at the meseting was amazed
at the bheavy-duty metal
construction of the VCle2@¢. Louis
and son Vincent had brought one of
their VIC-20s to the meeting, and
we tried it out with the VC1l0z@.
Vell, when some game cariridges
were inserted in the first or
second ports of the expander, thers
was no response from the VIC-2@;
ptherwise, the VIC-20 seemsd to be
working normally through the
pass—through in expander. Another
device for hardware tech Ray
Carlsen to repair.

The VC102@ was almost in
perfect condition, except for a
missing front label. Louis said
that with the help of 2 friend, he
could duplicate the label right
down o the fonh, color, and
material uvsed. Later, 1 sent him
photos taken from the Internet that
showed what the label appeared %o

be. HNow 2ll 1 had io do was get
the measurements of the label 1o
him.

The PAL C64C came in &
different box fto what we knew was
usually provided in the USA; the
different languages provided on the
box and the West German bottom
label on the C64C were & ireat to
= :

The Drean C64C was the most
unusual item. 1 had toc explain fo
the members how this machine was
created, how Drean received
permission from Commodore Business
Machines o make its own version of
the C64. Though we did noi power
it up (it would have just shown a
black—and-white image on our NTSC
monitor, due to its PAL-WN 6572
video chip), we examined the
cesing, 2 crudely molded plasiic
case manuiactured by Drean, and we
laughed at how unfinished its loocks
seemad.

Finally. with the meeting
coming to & close, [ showed two
Commodore—related videos posted at
YouTube.com  The first was
“"They're Taking Hobbits to Isengard
(C643", With scenes taken from the
Lord of the Rings trilogy of
movies, a SlD-composed music
background was played while the
characters spoke with digitized
voices. Louis and 1 were skeptical
that the wvoices had been digitized
and played back tbhrough SID; they
ware too clear to be from and 8-bit
Commodore {but anything is
possiblel x.,

Then we saw the wvideo,
Y"Datarock—Computer Camp Love”,

This video was about teenags
computer nerds at computer camp,
and one of the computers at the
camp was ... a (64, In facit, the
<64 appeared a few times in the
video.  Though I didn’'t understand
everything about the video, Roger
was kKind enough to explain some of
the esoteric parts of it.

¥hen the meeting ended, we
viere only a mere hour overtime,
give or take half and hour. All
was not well, though. The left
front car tire had lost air, and I
bad te £ill it wup again. The next
day after work, 1 went to Sears and
bad it replaced under warranty.




FCUG Meeting Report — October 2012
-by Dick Estel

The annual Fresno Commodore
Users Group picric started in the
18963, and for a number of years
was bheld at the besutiful couniry
home of the late Sandy and Ingrid
Dippolett. As active, locak
membership declined, the event
eventually became a dinner, and
then a lunch, usually at the
regular monthly meeting time, but &
different location, with the club
providing the dinner.

This year we gathered at the
Seven Bar and Grill in Clovis,
highly recommended by Dick and
.various friends be's taken there in
the past few months. OCur
attendance was pretty much like our
typical meetings —— Brad Strait,
Roger Van Pell, Robert Bernardo,
Louis Mazzei, Vincent Mazzeil, and
Dick Estel.

Ve hadn't seen Brad for a
while: he and his wife recently
weclomed & new baby, making three
kids under four to keep them busy.

Roger had good news —— 8 new
job, after months of searching,
Robert recently attended the
AmiVWest Show, as well as the
Sputhern Californis Commodore &
Amiga Betwork (SCCAN) meeting in
Northridge, California.

Louis has been buying up low
price JiffyDDS chips to install in
his VIC-20s=, while son Vincenl has
been getting a lot of use out af
the VIC he won at the Las Vegas
expo in July.

Dick mostly keeps busy “being
retired,” a2 task that takes all his
time, without producing any
measurable resulis.

Ve got caught up on everyone’'s
activities, discussed the state of
Commodore, and enjoyed a great

junch that lived up %o Pick’'s claim

for it.

‘ At the conclusion of the :
avent, Robert handed ocut gift bags
with a small, nop-computer item to
averyone, this has become &
tradition each year.

Servicing The
CHMD Ratiink

sl 1
i ¥
LERAARRAN

—by Ray Carlsen, master C= repair
technician

{43 of Hovember 22, 2012, Ray
has asked for the data for the GAL
chips mentioned balow but has not
yet received that data. With the
data, he thinks he can burn them. )

Until I was asked by a friend
“+Robert Bernardo! %o repair his CHD
RAMLink\ I had no experience with
those devices ... never even saw
one up close. Turns out he
actually bad five of them, three
older and Ltwo newer versions, and
they all ended up on my repair
bench for evalustion. He metioned
that one of them (& later version)
had a problem of losing data shored
on the EAW after it was op awhile.
Rather than trying %o dig into one
right away, ! thought 1 should
first get as familiar with a
working one as 1 could.

Starting from scratch on any
electronic device, I try to get all
the information I can before I even
open the case. Bad informetion is
difficult to un-learn.

Fortupately, the owner had the
original user manual and a
utilities disk, so I found out how
to praoperly connect the device to
the computer and how to use it. A
user needs both the book and the
disk, I believe that are copies on
the Internet. One source I found
for a .pdf of the later spiral
bound manual is from Daniel Mackey.
As of this writing:

ftp: //2dvm, con/Commodore/Programs/H
isc/Ramlink-manual.pdf. It's a 5@
Meg file and took over an hour o
download on my 1.5M DSL.

Hy next siep as a servicer,
like a doctor, is to examine the
"patient”. Taken completely apart,
1 found two of the early mndels had
poor solder connections on the




4-pin DIN PS ipput jack (main
board). They were bad from the
factory, and 1 bhad io scrape the
pins a bit to get solder o
properly flow around those
connections. All early models
should be checked for that
shortconming as it could cause
intermittent operation or an
outright failurs.

POVER REQUIREMENT AND BEXTERHAL
CONNECTORS: ...

The early version RANLink uses
s 1581/1541-11 power supply. 1%
has a four pin DIN power conpector
and puts out Lwo volitages: +5V¥DC at
i Amp and and +12VDC at €.5A.
NOTE: A smaller version of that
same PS was sold by Commsodore bukt
which probably should be ueed with
the RAMLink because its 5V output
is only @.75A (750 mi). Those
specs are printed on the PS. A
coaxial or "barrel” itype of
connector is there Ffor the backup
battery, if used. The battery is
rated at 6 volts 6.5 AH arnd is used
to keep the RAM alive in the event
of a power failure or it the
RAMLink is moved Lo another
location and the data must be
maintained,

The later version RANLink uses
a single 2 velt DC Ywall wart® AC
to DC adaptor rated at 1 Awmp. The
DC input connector on that later
RAMLink is therefore different: a
single coaxial or "barrel” type.
The plug on the FE is about 10mm
long, Smm outside dismeter, and it
mates with a socket center pin
dismeter or approximately 1.5mm
The backup battery comnector on the
jater version BL is a mini-phone
rather than a coaxial (barrel)
type. The connector is essentially
the same as the older mono earphone
type. The polarity of that
connector is tip=positive,
ring=negative. 1 didn't ne=d a
backup battery for my tests but 1
understand a fully charged battery
should hold the memory for € to &
hours, depending on how much RAM is
installed and the state of charge
of the battery. I%f's slowly
ni{rickle"” charged by the RL and so
it would take & lot of time
(several days) to fully charge 2
low battery.

BOTE: 1f you didn’t get ap
original Commodore power supply for
the later version RAMLink, most
important is the polarity of the PS
output: the center pin is positive
and the barrel is negative, Using
a supply with a reversed voltage
putput could damage the RAMLink
and/or the PS!

1 should mention one other

+thing here. |1 never like using a

mini—-phone plug as a battery
connector. The exposed ends of the
plug could short out if that plug
touches metal. Also, there are
many manuiacturing variations of
that plug and its jach, The wrong
combination could potentially short
out the battery when the plug is
ipsterted or rempved. iIt's best to
plug or unplug that connechtor when
the battery itself is disconnected
from its wires. A shoried battery
could sxplode or at the very least
burn its wiring.

One connector common to both
versions of the RAMLink is the
large circular 14-pin DIN parallel
port. It's used o connect a CHMD
hard drive to the RL with the
appropriate cable and HD DOS
version in the drive.

RAMLINK INTERNALS

The main {(bottom> board in the
two RAMLinks versions is, of
course, different. They use some
different IC's although both have 2
date stamped on that board of 1296¢.
The plug—in RA¥ board situated oOn
top of that bottom board appears to
be the same {can be marked either
1000 or 1202) except for a very
early one that doesn’t have a real
time clock. RAM boards should be
interchangeable beiween versions of
the RAMLink. If the RAM is to be
upgraded, a jumper must be cut on
the sub-board {(see appropriate
users manuals for details). Iin the
units 1 examined, there were four
RAN module sockets filled with DRAM
strips for a total of 4 Meg in the
early units and 16 MNegs in the
iater ones. Total BYTES FREE in
the early uniis was 16064 and 66216
in the later ones.

The one RL {(later version)
that was defective was found to

have had & liguid spill onto the




interal boards. 1 disassembled
that unit, scrubbed the bosrds with
Windex and an old toothbrush,
rinsed with water and dried with 2
hair dryer. 1 replaced & corroded
IC socket and a burned resistor
(R43, & 5.1 ohm 174 watlil
flameproof) but that RL still
didn't work reliably. Swapping
chips back and forth between the
good and bad units, I finally found
the DOS 27512 EPROM had a part of
its code corrupted. As stated,
that unit would initialize bukb
couldn't reliably bold its
partition and progran data. 1 was
able to "clone” a copy of the DOS
from the good RL onto a fresh EPRON
and replace the bad one. All the
other socketed chips in those
RAMLinks are GALs, programmable
chips 1 don’t presently have the
hardware with which to burn"
replacements. I clearly got lucky
with this one. One last thing ...
1 noticed that some of these RL’'s
would not always show up with the
JiffyDOS opening screen with the
computer was booted. 1 cleaned the
two htoggle bypass switches on the
case top by spraying contrel
cleaner in the openings at the base
of the paddles and workipg the
switches back and forth a few
times, That took care of it.

The paper stickers with the
factory part numbers were gleed to
the chips in these RAMLinks but
they were all loose and fallipg
off, so 1 glued the ones [ found
back on. All the labels are on
programmed, socketed chips only,
pamely the DOS EPROM and GALs.
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— T The Baclkyard

—béﬁéteven Hertz, SCCC

Near freezing termperatures
and the threat of rain weren't

‘bad scheduled for 19 pm.

_1¢ pm on a Saturday!)

enough to keep 13¢ gamers fron
coming "Back to the Backyard” for
8C3's latest arcade party on
Saturday, November 10th. After tweo
successful but more formal evenis
at an Alhambra gallery, the
Southern California Classic
Collectors decided Lo return home
to a private backyard in Claremont,
CA. Commercial venues and big
events have their place, but
sometimes lack that sense of "just
2 bunch of friends getting
together” that 8C3 is all about.
¥Well, we definitely felt that sense
again at this event, and we think
cur attendees did too. 1t was good
to be back.

But it was COLD. Thankfully,
the rain that bad fallen slowly but
steadily throughout Southern
California for two days prior
stayed away on the day of the

event. Temperatures were 2
different story. It dipped inte
the 40s at times —— praciically

Arctic levels for those of us
accustomed to ScCal’s sunny
weather. The chilly temps dide’i
seem to gel people down though.
They crowded into the garage
arcade, huddled arcund Batan's
Hollow machine for warmbth, or
otherwise kept moving by running
from the arcade gemes to the
console games to the trade tables
and back again. The ceold
contributed t¢o the event breaking
up 2 little earlier thap normal ——
11:30 rather than the traditional
midnight —— but that was OK since
we had opened two hours esriler
than previous parties. This
schedule work well for wintertime
events, and we plan to stick to it
in the future.

Since this was owr Iirst
backyard party in htwo years and the
raipn interfered with our setup
plans, a few things went more
roughly than we boped. The biggest
snafu was the last pizza pick-up we
Our
designated pizza guy drove 1o the
restaurant, only to find it was
ciosed! by the tTime bhe got back,
it was getting too late Lo devise
an aiternate pizza pilan, S0 we kind
of dropped the ball there at the
end, food-wise, and we apologize.
{But in our defense, who could have
guessed that a pizza would close at
¥e also owe




& big thanks to Bric B., who helped
us open the event by providing four
pies from Fetrillo’s, one of the
best pizzerias in the state., Our
stomachs thank you, EBEric.

Ve also had slighly fewer
arcade machines than normal due %o
the thresat of more rain. Luckily,
Steve A. belped out a lot in that
department by bringing a cabinet
containing 2 Blue B1lf multi-SHK
cartridge. Kalan H. brought
Satan's Hollow and Eliminaitor, an
awesome vector game that had never
appeared at SC3 before. Rik .
provided his usual complement of
early 8@s bandhelds ard a
super—-rare Adventurevision. Robert
Perpardo brought the Commodore love
with an Amiga CD-32 and an MCC-216.
Of course our expected plethora of
home consoles was up and running -
14 of them this time around. The
cold didn't bother them one bit.

Games weren’t the only
attraction however. Director Jeff
Yon ¥ard showed bis upcoming
documentary film, "The Space
Invaders: in Search Of Lost Time,”
a fascinating look into the world
of arcade game collectors
{(something we can relate to for
some reasont. How good is the
movie? A crowd of people sat
still, ip metal chairs, in 49
degree weather, to watch it. And
they came back to keep watching it
after the projecior screen got
knocked over accidently and the
film had to be restarited. HNore
information on the film can be
found on its official site.

Thanks to Jeff and everybody
else who brought games apd
supplies. W¥e’'d also like to thank
21l attendees who chipped in a few
bucks into the kitty jar. Your
contribubions pay for this event
and enable up to keep 8C3 running
smoothly. Special thanks to Ian W.
who helped immensely during setup,
teardown, and even during the
event. His comfy-loocking Tron
hoodle was also an inspiration to
2ll of uvs struggling to keep warm.

Despite the cold, the trade
tables were hot. There waes the
usual action of classic cariridges
and systems changing hands, in
addition to a few choices rarities
isomeone had a boxed HES Donkey
_Kong Jr. Math for example). Some

big items could be seen too,
including & Steel Battalion
controller and an X¥-Arcade panel,
GameGavel was once again on hand,
raffling off goodies ranging from a
boxed Tele—Pong console to an
Omnibot toy robot to the board game
based on Sega's Turbo coin-op. 4@
collectors, it always thrills us to
see it a2ll back in the backyard.

it felt good.

So just how eager were Iolks
to attend this event? So much so
that they kept showing up on Sunday
... well, one on then, anyway. ’
George R., one of our good friends
and regular attendees, got mixed up
on the date arrived the day after
the event, literally at the moment
we'd just finished tearing down and
packing up everything, He'd just
driven some distance to be there,
too, Fittingly, it was like the
ending of a Joh Hughes movie from
the 8¢s.

Stay tuned for announcemenis
for our spring SC3 party.

http://www.f&cebaak.oomeAQEhENayAQ
Fl¥sab i0RxZmq@J CpUZBhoWASxUGANSPAQ/ w
we, sc3videoganmes. com highlighta/ 201
2 11 1@.php : '
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Commodore
Emerdencyt

~by Dick Este

1t was a frantic, late-night
email, with the subject, "Commodore
Emergency!” After my own late
night, nop—emergency irip to the
"facility”, 1 had gone in the
oifice and glanced at my email.
¥ho could resist immediately
checking a message like that?

It was from Lenard Roach, our
editor, who wrote:

"1 was up early and thought 1
would start converting the text for
the newsletier from PC to
Commodore. My copy of Big Blue
Reader has gone corrupt and I need
another one sent to me ASAP, All
production of the newsletier has
been balted until this disk is

_ocquired.”



¥e bhad had our club meeting
the previous day, and I had used
the last of my blank disks meking
copies of our library disk.
However, | accepted the fact that
in the morning I would set up® the
club eguipment and copy EBBER over
one of those disks, 1 returned. to
ped, thinking about the task ahead.
Vould I be able to copy the program
from my CHD bhard drive?

Between falling aslsep and
struggling out of bed the next
morning it occurred to me that
maybe Lenard could download and use
Little Red Reader, a BER clone, or
maybe even BBR. Then 1 realized
that he would need BBER to convert
the downleoads ... a street with
dead ends in both directions.

Then & vague memnry stirred.
Several years ago ! demonsirated
BBR at Comm¥Ex. The author had
abandoned Commodore and had
responded rudely to requests from

gsers for assistance. So 1 bad no
gualms aboutb distributing copies of
the program, and 1 made some te
hand out at the show, Did I still
have some of those disks around?

1 keep a text file called
"Yhere I5" on my PC, to bhelp me
ipcate things that 1 put
sgomewhere!, when 1 forget where
ngomewhere" is. Sure enough, the
list included the envelope that
contained three BBR disks plus
instructions. 1t was not
pecessarily in the LAST place 1
would have looked without the
reminder, but it was certainly not
the first or second place.

So this sudden "lemon" ends up
being a refreshing drink —— the
disks are on the way to Lenard via
our somewhat dysfunctional bub
still usable mail system, and an
issue that was a bit short of
material has ancother azﬁig}gi




